
 

Essential knowledge 
By the end of this topic we will know…. 

• What a celebration is 

• Celebrations that occur each year 

• Why Bonfire night is celebrated 

• How to keep safe in the dark 

• The story of Rama and Sita and why Diwali is celebrated 

• The story of the first Christmas 

• Family traditions at Christmas time 

• How Christmas is celebrated around the world 

• That the season is changing from Autumn to Winter 

• Why Christmas is special to Christians  

Ideas for activities at home  

• Create a firework picture and write some firework noise words e.g. pop, bang, fizz to describe your picture 

• Using twigs and leaves to make a bonfire picture 

• Make a firework from junk modelling and decorate it 

•  Create a rangoli pattern with coloured pasta and or rice 

•  Make a ‘keep safe in the dark’ poster 

• Talk about your favourite family traditions at Christmas or other celebrations that are special to your family 

• Perform a random act of kindness  

• Learn a Christmas Carol off by heart. 

• Learn a Christmas song off by heart 

• Bake some Christmas treats 

• Make a decoration for your home 

• Re-read your favourite celebration story  

Termly Value: Trust British Value : Democracy 

The skills and attitudes that all successful learners need are based in the research of characteristics of effective learning.  In Reception, it is important that children are given 

lots of opportunities to make sense of the information around them and we achieve this through our enabling environments.  These provide a rich, varied and safe space in 

our setting in which your children can play, explore and learn and follow their interests.  

Characteristics of effective learning  

Playing & Exploring - Engagement Active Learning - Motivation Creating & Thinking Critically - Thinking 

• Finding out & exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

• Being involved & concentrating 

• Keep on trying 

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

• Having their own ideas (creative thinking) 

• Making links (building theories) 

• Working with ideas (critical thinking 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Prime Areas of Learning 

Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development 

Self-Regulation 
I am beginning to use a wider range of vocabulary to 
express how I am feeling 
I can explain what has happened to an adult and 
explain why I am upset 
I am beginning to have more control over my 
impulses when waiting for my turn 
I can bounce back quicker after an upset 
I am beginning to persevere when I find something 
tricky and don't immediately give up 
I am beginning to be aware of how my actions make 
other people feel. 
I can put the resources I have used away 
independently and tidy up after myself 

 
Managing Self 
I can change for PE and forest school independently 
I am willing to try new activities with increasing 
independence and minimal encouragement 
I understand the difference between right and wrong 
I understand that we have rules to keep us safe 
I know what is expected of me in the classroom 
I can play safely 
I can ask for help from a grown if I get stuck 
I can follow the school rules and boundaries more 

consistently and understand why we have them. 

 

Building Relationships 
I am beginning to make new friends 
I can join in with a group of friends who are playing 
I have made some close connections with other 
children and seek these out to initiate play. 
I can ask for help from a familiar adult. 
I can show empathy in simple way 
I know how to show kindness to another person 
I can take turns when playing a game with a group 
with some adult support 
With support, I can resolve conflicts using words. 

Communication and Language 

Listening Attention and Understanding 
I understand why it is important to listen. 
I know how to show I am listening by looking at the 
speaker, trying to keep my body still and remembering 
what the speaker has said 
I can respond with a relevant comment to what I have 
heard 
I can ask questions that are relevant to the discussion 
I can understand a longer list of instructions 
I can engage in conversation about the text, talking 
about what might happen next. 
I am beginning to ask questions to check my 
understanding 
 

Speaking 
I can speak clearly and can be understood by others 
I can ask the meaning of new vocabulary. 
I can join in with repeated refrains and key phrases 
from stories 
I can think of a question relevant to the story or topic 
I can repeat new vocabulary in the context of a story. 
I can share an experience related to the topic. 

Physical Development 

Gross motor skills 
I can walk along a low, wide balance beam 
independently 
I can hold a controlled static balance on one leg for 
more than 5 seconds. 
I can hop on one foot more than 5 times. 
I can climb up apparatus using two feet and two 
hands. 
I can jump over a low hurdle from two feet to two 
feet. 
I can roll and stop a moving a ball.  
 

Fine motor  
I can use a dominant hand 
I can mark make in different directions 
I can make repeated marks on paper 
I can make marks left to right 
I can imitate simple marks such as lines 
I can imitate shapes that use multiple movements 
such as  x or other taught letters 
I can hold a pencil between my thumb and two 
fingers more confidently. 
I can snip paper moving forward 
I can cut a curved line (a 1/4inch curved line, within 
1/4inch from the line drawn) 
I can use  a knife to cut soft food like bananas and 
strawberries holding the knife correctly, using one 
hand. 
I can draw potato people (no neck or body) 
I can draw bodies of an appropriate size for what I 
am drawing 
I can do the zip up on my coat. 
I can do up and undo buttons. 
I can get dressed  for PE / Forest School 

independently. 

Books we will be reading: 

Guy Fawkes, Sparks in the sky, Firework Poems, Peace at 
Last, Binny’s Diwali, The Story of Rama and Sita, All about 
Diwali, Owl Babies, The story of the first Christmas, Peep 
inside – Night time, Snow Friends, The Snowman, Dear 
Santa, Getting Ready for Christmas, How to catch a star 

Trips and wow moments: 

Remembrance Sunday, Children in Need, Visit from Pudsey, Anti-
bullying week,  Wriggly Nativity Performance, Christmas Jumper 
Day, Christmas Dinner, Christmas Party 
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Mathematics 

Number 
I can write numbers 1,2,3 
I can find 4 and 5 
I can subitise 4 and 5 
I can represent  4 
I can represent 5 
I can find one more within 5 
I can find one less within 5 
I can make 4 and 5 in different ways (composition)  
I can compare amounts up to 5 
I can make numbers 1,2,3,4,5 
I am beginning to understand zero 

Numerical Patterns 
I can use positional language to locate objects 
I can identify circles and triangles and recall their properties. 
I can identify  rectangles and squares and recall their properties 
I can identify shapes in the environment and explain how I 
know using the language, sides, corners, straight, curved. 
I know the difference between day and night 
I can describe my daily routine and talk about things I do in the 
morning, afternoon and evening. 
I can sequence instructions i.e. making a sandwich using first , 
next , last 

Expressive Art and Design 
Creating with materials 
I understand that tools can be used for a purpose 
I am beginning to select a tool for a specific purpose to create 
a desired effect. 
I am beginning to construct with a purpose in mind 
I can join construction pieces together to build or to balance 
I can describe the different textures of materials and objects 
that I use. 
I can explain what I am doing to an adult 
I can create simple patterns by printing with objects using 
range of materials 
I can make marks using shape and pattern on a range of 
surfaces 
I can choose particular colours for a purpose. 
I am beginning to make props in my play or re-tell stories. 

Being Imaginative and expressive 
I can name some percussion instruments and talk about the 
different sounds they make. 
I can play a given instruction to a simple beat 
I can clap and stamp to a beat. 
I can sing in a group, trying to keep in time. 
I can learn short routines and am beginning to match pace 
I know some Christmas songs. 

Literacy 

Comprehension 
I can re-tell a version of a story through my imaginative play 
I can join in with repeated refrains and key phrases. 
I can identify what has happened in the story. 
I can identify the main characters in the story and describe 
them. 
I can sequence in order 3 pictures or props from a simple 
story. 
I can talk about the meaning of new vocabulary 

Reading  
I can read all RWI Set 1 single sounds speedily 
I can read CVC words by blending the individual sounds 
taught (RWI Set 1) 
I can begin to read the diagraphs sh / th/ ch / qu / nk / ng / ck/ 
ss/ ll / ff 
I can read the tricky words I, the put, to, into 

I can read RWI blending books fluently up to book 6. 

Writing 
I can give meaning to the marks that I make. 
I can form  m,a,s,d,t,I,n,p,g,o lower case letters correctly, 
using the RWI letter formation rhymes. 
I can identify the number of sounds in a word – CVC  
I can build and spell CVC words by identifying the correct 
sounds using magnetic letters 
I can identify the sounds in a CVC word that I want to write 
I can spell a CVC word using Fred Fingers 
I can write the initial sound for the words I want to write. 
I am beginning to use my phonic knowledge to write a caption 
or label for a picture I have drawn. 
I  know what I have written and can say it out loud to a grown 
up 
I can write from left to write on paper 
I can write my first name 
I can use a capital letter for my first name 
I can hold a pencil using a static tripod or quadropod grip  

Specific Areas of Learning 

Understanding the world 

Past and present 
I can talk about myself when I was a baby and how I have 
changed 
I am beginning to use the vocabulary for time: today, yesterday, 
tomorrow, old, new , now , then 
I can recall the days of the week and know they go in order 
I know that some things we repeat every day 
I am aware of significant events that happened in the past that 
are remembered today. 
I know that some special days repeat annually at the same time 
each year 
I can talk about significant people from the past who have 

shaped today. 

 

People, culture and communities 
I know that maps show where different places are in the world 
e.g. my home, my school, my nursery 
I know that food comes from different places in the world. 
I know that some celebrations repeat every year and families 
celebrate them in different ways. 
I know that different countries celebrate Christmas in different 
ways 
I know that different families have different Christmas traditions 
I understand why Christmas is celebrated and why it is important 
to Christians 
I know that some places are special to members of the 
community 
I can retell the story of the First Christmas and that it happened 
many years ago 
I know that some people believe different things and have their 

own special times they celebrate 
 

The natural world 
I can describe changes in the weather from one day to the next 
I can describe some signs of Autumn / Winter 
I use my senses to explore the natural environment. 
I can describe what I see in Autumn / Winter 
I can make some observations and drawings of plants and 
animals in Autumn / Winter 
I can talk about the differences between Autumn and Winter 
I can talk about the differences between day and night 
I can name the four seasons in order 
I can explain what 'nocturnal' means 
I can name some animals that are nocturnal 
I know how to be safe in the dark 
I can talk about natural processes I can see e.g. leaves falling 
off the trees, how ice is formed  

Homework:  
Continue to develop your child’s independence by 
encouraging them to get dressed and put their coat and shoes 
on. 
Reading:  Use the links on Class Dojo to practise reading 
sounds and oral blending. Read each blending book three 
times a week. Use the blue cards to make the CVC words 
from the blending book. Read the sharing book to your child. 
Please sign your child’s reading record 3 times each week.   
Writing: Please practise writing their name. 
Maths: Log in to Numbots to practise counting.  


