
TOPIC:  Emergency! Emergency! 

Essential knowledge 
By the end of this topic we will know…. 
 How to use books and other sources of information to understand the past. 
 That dinosaurs used to be alive a long, long time ago but are now extinct.  
 Some theories about how dinosaurs became extinct. 
 What dinosaurs ate and how we know so much about them from fossil remains. 
 That water can be frozen and melted and to explore these changing states of 
matter. 
 That there are people in the community who help us and that they work in 
different places like a post office, a library or a fire station.  
 That fire engines today look different to fire engines long ago. 
 That Newent has changed over time and some things have changed but some 
things have stayed the same. 
 What to do in an emergency. 
 How to keep and stay safe and well. 
 How vets help us help our pets 

Ideas for activities at home 
 Create your own favourite dinosaur from junk modelling. Post a picture on Class Dojo! 
 Freeze a toy animal in some ice – how long does it take to melt?  How can make the ice melt quicker? 
 Go on a fossil hunt – draw a picture of what you find or take a photograph of it. 
 Find out 3 facts about your favourite dinosaur, draw a picture of it and copy the facts underneath to create a poster. 
 Ask your grown to tell you a story about a ‘real-life hero’ who helped them and how it made them feel. 
 Write a thank you card to a hero in your community who has helped you or your family recently.  
 With your grown up perform a ‘random act of kindness’ and become a real life hero yourself.  

Termly Value: Perseverance British Value : Individual Liberty 

The skills and attitudes that all successful learners need are based in the research of characteristics of effective learning.  In Reception, it is important that children are given lots of 
opportunities to make sense of the information around them and we achieve this through our enabling environments.  These provide a rich, varied and safe space in our setting in which your 
children can play, explore and learn and follow their interests.  

Characteristics of effective learning  

Playing & Exploring - Engagement Active Learning - Motivation Creating & Thinking Critically - Thinking 

 Finding out & exploring 

 Playing with what they know 

 Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

 Being involved & concentrating 

 Keep on trying 

 Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

 Having their own ideas (creative thinking) 

 Making links (building theories) 

 Working with ideas (critical thinking 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Prime Areas of Learning 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation 
 I am aware of how my actions make other people feel. 
 I am beginning to consider the feelings of others when I do or 

say something 
 I am able to wait more patiently for my turn and control my 

impulses. 
 I am beginning to set myself simple goals and work towards 

them 
 I am able to focus my attention on what the teacher is saying 

whilst I am engaged in another activity. 
 I can follow more detailed instructions 
 I understand the class rules are part of the school rules and can 

regulate my behaviour appropriately 
Managing Self 
 I can organise my belongings at the beginning and the end of 

each day. 
 I know how to keep myself safe 
 I can explain the class rules and why we have them. 
 I engage in new activities independently 
 I can persevere when I something hard with a little 

encouragement from an adult 
 I can sort foods into healthy and unhealthy food choices 
Building Relationships 
 I know that I can have a different opinion from someone else 

and that is ok. 
 I understand that we may not always like everyone but I still 

need to treat them with respect. 
 I can calmly ask another child to stop something that I don't 

like and use my words. 
 I am beginning to show sensitivity to my own and to others' 

needs 
 With support, I can work and play cooperatively and take turns 

with others 
 I am beginning to resolve conflicts on my own using words 

Communication and Language 

Listening Attention and Understanding 
 I can comment and engage in conversation 

about the text and link it to my own experience. 
 I understand spoken instructions and can listen 

whilst focused on a different task 
 I can listen to stories with increasing attention 

and recall 
 I can answer questions about a story, poem or 

non-fiction text to check my understanding or 
clarify the meaning of a new word 

 I can listen to someone else's point of view 
 I am beginning to make comments about I have 

heard and can ask  a question to clarify my 
understanding. 

Speaking 
 I am beginning to use well-formed sentences 
 I am beginning to use more complex sentences 

to link thoughts 
 I can retell stories simply 
 I am beginning to use recently introduced 

vocabulary to express my thoughts and feelings 
as part of a class / group discussion or in my 
imaginative play. 

 I can use the correct tense for more than half of 
my sentences to include past, present and 
future of regular verbs but need help with 
irregular verbs. 

 I can explain my point of view clearly using 
words as well as actions when I disagree with 
an adult or a friend. 

 I can take turns in longer conversations 
 

Physical Development 

Gross motor skills 
 I can roll and stop a moving ball. 
 I can roll a ball to a partner with 

accuracy so that stay on the spot. 
 I can roll a ball and hit different targets 

from different distances. 
 I can bounce a large ball using two hands 

lesson. 
  I can bounce a small ball. 
 I can  traverse a climbing wall. 
 I can balance on a beam 
 I can balance on a bike. 
  I can move around obstacles 
 I can pedal and maintain balance for a 

few feet on a flat surface 
  can hop up to 10 times on alternate feet 
 I can perform different movements on a 

climbing frame, such as swinging 
Fine motor  
 I use core muscle strength to achieve 

good posture 
 I can cut circles and squares and other 

shapes with increasing accuracy. 
 I can use a knife and fork to cut and eat 

my food. 
 I am starting to move towards tripod 

grip. 



 

 

   

Mathematics 
 Introducing zero 
 Comparing numbers 0 to 5 
 Composition of numbers up to 5. 
 Comparing mass – heavier and lighter than. 
 Finding a balance  
 Comparing capacity – nearly full and nearly empty. 
 Representing, comparing and composition of  6,7 and 

8 
 One more , one less 
 Odds and evens  
 Finding pairs – making doubles  
 Combining two groups – how many altogether? 
 Measuring time – What can you do in 1 minute or 5 

minutes?  
  

Expressive Art and Design  

- Creating with materials 
 I can decide on a goal before I start making something 

and adapt my ideas to improve the end result. 
 I am beginning to use a wider range of vocabulary to 

describe the textures of different materials and select 
them to create a desired effect. 

 I can select a tool for a specific purpose to create a 
desired effect. 

 I can draw with precision around the outline of shapes 
 I am developing the language of colour (secondary 

colours) and mix colours to make new colours 
 I can create a simple collage 
 I can use different props for different characters to show 

their personalities (e.g. lady with necklace and 
handbag, other with backpack and binoculars) 

 I can make a prop to enhance my play. 
Being Imaginative and expressive 
 I can replicate dances and performances 
 I can learn longer dance routines, matching pace 
 I can sing in a group, matching pitch and following 

melody 
 I can select my own instrument and I can play them in 

time to music. 
 I am beginning to act out stories with my peers with 

each person pretending to be a different character, 
either repeating or  using some of my own words. 

Literacy 
Comprehension 
 I can talk about the main characters in a story 

and recall some of their features and 
characteristics. 

 I can describe the setting of a story 
 I can sequence pictures from a story 
 I can answer questions linked to RWI Red Ditty 

books 
 I can predict what might happen next in a story. 
 I can use new vocabulary from a story in my play 

to show I understand it 
 I can discuss a simple story and summarise it. 
 Reading  
 I can blend CVC words fluently  without Fred Talk 
 I can read green words with 4+ sounds 
 I can read Red Ditty books fluently 
 I know all the Set 1 sounds speedily including 10 

digraphs: th, sh, ch, qu, nk, ng, ff, ll, ss, ck 
 I can use Fred Talk to read alien/nonsense words 
Writing 
 I can recall the RWI letter rhymes off by heart 
 I can form the RWI ‘around’ letters: c a o d g q 

correctly 
 I can form the RWI‘Down’ letters: l t b p k h i j m 

n r u y correctly. 
 I can use finger spaces between words 
 I can use my phonic knowledge to write CVC 

words in a ditty 
 I use my phonic knowledge to make plausible 

attempts at writing unfamiliar words.  
 I am beginning to ‘hold a sentence’ and write it. 

Specific Areas of Learning 

P.E and Forest School  

Ash: Forest School on Mondays 
Oak: Forest School on Tuesdays 
Please bring a named pair of wellies in a bag plus 
named warm clothing. We provide purple 
waterproofs. 
P.E on Fridays Please come to school wearing your 
PE kit.  
Spare clothing in case of accidents – please put in 
spare change of clothes in your child’s book bag just 
in case! 
Please make sure long hair is always tied up.  

Books we will be reading: 

All about Dinosaurs, Harry and his bucketful of dinosaurs, 
Dinosaur Roar, Mad about Dinosaurs, First Fabulous Facts 
about dinosaurs, Doctorsaurus,  People who help us series, 
The Jolly Postman, Paula the Vet, Busy people firefighter and 
police. 

Trips and wow moments: 

Dinosaur visit and talk, Volcano Experiment, 
Visits from a paramedic, a vet, a policeman and a 

firefighter. 

Understanding the world 
 I know that some animals used to live long long ago but 

are no longer alive today – dinosaurs 
 I know that dinosaurs became ‘extinct’. 
 I can use the past tense of verbs with increasing 

accuracy 
 I can use the vocabulary for time: today, yesterday, 

tomorrow, old, new , now , then 
 I know that the jobs people do have changed over time. 
 I know that emergency vehicles have changed over 

time. 
 I know that there are different people in the community 

who can help me. 
 I know where Newent Library is. 
 I know where the Doctors surgery is in Newent.  
 I can talk about differences and similarities between 

myself and people in the community. 
 I understand some important changes and processes in 

the natural world around me e.g. freezing and melting 
 I can make some observations and drawings of plants 

and animals in Winter 
 I can use my senses to explore the natural environment 

and  I can describe what I can see in Winter. 

Homework: Please share your child’s school reading book at 
least 3 times a week and sign your child’s reading record. It 
really does make a big difference to their reading successes. In 
addition, please read their favourite traditional tales and other 
stories. Please click on the RWI links on Class Dojo to practise 
word time.  
Numbots and bug club: please log into these online learning 
platforms. Your child’s login details are stapled to the inside of 
their yellow reading record.  


