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TOPIC: Long, long ago...

Essential knowledge
By the end of this topic we will know....

oA traditional tale is a story that has been told over and over again so that
we learn them off by heart.

eThere are lots of traditional tales e.g. Cinderella, Goldilocks and the Three
Bears and Jack and the Beanstalk and are also called fairy tales.

eThese stories that generally start with ‘once upon a time’ and end with ‘...
and they all lived happily ever after.’

eTraditional tales have lots of different characters in them that can usually
be sorted into ‘goodies’ and ‘baddies’.

eHow to draw a simple map to show the journey that Little Red Riding
Hood took through the forest and that signs and symbols tell us about a
place.

s\Why Easter is celebrated and why it is important to Christians.

eThat Easter is celebrated in different ways in different countries and name
some Easter traditions.

eThat special days repeat annually at the same time each year — including
Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

eThe language of time: today, yesterday, tomorrow, old, new, now , then

eSome signs of Spring and explain how Spring is different to Winter.

eThe life cycle of a bean

oThe different parts of a plant and label a bean plant: roots, stem, leaves,
flower

e\What a seed needs to grow

eThe names of some plants in my local area and that different plants can
grow in different habitats in different countries. E.g. Cocoa beans / green
beans

Ideas for activities at home

Create your own favourite paper plate character for World book day

Look through some versions of traditional tales — how have they changed to modern versions?

Share some traditional tales — who is your favourite hero or heroine? Why? Which other characters are your favourite?

Go on a Spring walk. What do you notice? Talk about the changing season and how Spring is different to Winter.

Plant some bean or sunflower seeds and watch the plants grow? How tall is your plant? Can you measure it? Can you draw it?

Termly Value: Respect

British Value : Mutual Tolerance




The skills and attitudes that all successful learners need are based in the research of characteristics of effective learning. In Reception, it is important that children are given lots of
opportunities to make sense of the information around them and we achieve this through our enabling environments. These provide a rich, varied and safe space in our setting in which your

children can play, explore and learn and follow their interests.

Characteristics of effective learning

Playing & Exploring - Engagement

Active Learning - Motivation

Creating & Thinking Critically - Thinking

e Finding out & exploring
e Playing with what they know
e Being willing to ‘have a go’

Being involved & concentrating
Keep on trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Having their own ideas (creative thinking)
e Making links (building theories)
e Working with ideas (critical thinking

Prime Areas of Learning
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Personal, Social & Emotional Development

Self-Regulation

o | am aware of how my actions make other people feel.

e | am beginning to consider the feelings of others when | do or say
something

o | am able to wait more patiently for my turn and control my impulses.

o | am beginning to set myself simple goals and work towards them

o | am able to focus my attention on what the teacher is saying whilst | am
engaged in another activity.

e | can follow more detailed instructions

o | understand the class rules are part of the school rules and can regulate
my behaviour appropriately

Managing Self

e | can organise my belongings at the beginning and the end of each day.

o | know how to keep myself safe including online.

o | know what a sensible amount of screen time is and why it is important
for my health

o | can explain the class rules and why we have them.

o | engage in new activities independently

e | can persevere when | something hard with a little encouragement from
an adult

o | can sort foods into healthy and unhealthy food choices

Building Relationships

o | know that | can have a different opinion from someone else and that is ok.

o | understand that we may not always like everyone but | still need to treat
them with respect.

o | can calmly ask another child to stop something that | don't like and use my
words.

o | am beginning to show sensitivity to my own and to others' needs

Communication and Language

Listening Attention and Understanding

o | understand spoken instructions and can listen whilst
focused on a different task

e | can comment and engage in conversation about a book
and link it to my own experience.

o | can listen to stories with increasing attention and talk

about the main characters in the story and their feelings.

o | can answer questions about a story, poem or non-
fiction text to check my understanding or clarify the
meaning of a new word

e | can listen to someone else's point of view

e | am beginning to make comments about | have heard
and can ask a question (where) to clarify my
understanding.

Speaking

o | am beginning to use well-formed sentences

o | am beginning to use more complex sentences to link
thoughts

o | can retell stories simply including Jack and the
Beanstalk using vocabulary linked to the theme e.g.
Once upon a time.

o | am beginning to use recently introduced vocabulary to
express my thoughts and feelings as part of a class /
group discussion or in my imaginative play.

o | can use the correct tense for more than half of my
sentences to include past, present and future of regular
verbs but need help with irregular verbs.

o | can explain my point of view clearly using words as well
as actions when | disagree with an adult or a friend.

e | can take turns in longer conversations

Physical Development

Gross motor skills

e | can throw and catch a large ball

o | can throw and catch a ball with increasing accuracy
and aim at a target

e | can throw and catch a smaller ball

e | can throw and catch a ball with a partner

o | have good hand to eye coordination

o | can keep my balance when standing on one foot

e | can move safely around obstacles

e | can run towards and kick a ball

e | can jump and turn in the air

e | can hop up to 10 times on alternate feet

o | can perform different movements on a climbing
frame, such as swinging, stretching, dropping

Fine motor

o | use core muscle strength to achieve good posture

e | can hold a pencil using the correct pencil grip and
posture for writing.

e | can draw objects and creatures in proportion to
each other (e.g. elephant is bigger than a dog)

e | can cut circles and squares and other shapes with
increasing accuracy.

e | can spread using a knife

e | can cut a variety of foods, holding the knife
correctly, using one hand to steady the food

o | can use a knife and fork to cut and eat my food.
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Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy

Comprehension

o | can talk about the main characters in a story and recall
some of their features and characteristics

e | can describe the setting of a story

o | can sequence pictures from a story

o | can answer questions linked to RWI Red books

o | can predict what might happen next in a story

o | can use new vocabulary from a story in my play to show |
understand it

o | can discuss a simple story and summarise it.

e Reading

o | can blend CVC words fluently without Fred Talk — Speedy
Reading

o | can read green words with 4+ sounds

o | can read Red books fluently

o | know all the Set 1 sounds speedily including 10 digraphs:
th, sh, ch, qu, nk, ng, ff, I, ss, ck

e | can use Fred Talk to read alien/nonsense words

Writing

o | can recall the RWI letter rhymes off by heart

e | can form the letters m/n/h/r/b correctly

e | can form previously taught letters c/o/a/d/g/q and i/I/t/j/f
correctly.

e | am beginning to hold a sentence in my head and write it
independently from memory. E.g. the fox had a red hat

e | can use finger spaces between words

o | use my phonic knowledge to make plausible attempts at
writing unfamiliar words.

o | can write RWI tricky words off by heart the/put/to

o | can write my first name and am beginning to write my last
name

Forest School and P.E

Oak Class: Forest School is on Monday afternoons

Ash Class: Forest school is on Tuesday afternoons — children
can wear the purple forest suits and the school wellies.

P.E. Oak and Ash class Friday afternoons. Children wear
their P.E kit to school.

Please label everything and keep a spare change of
underwear and socks in a plastic bag in their book bag in
Qase of an accident.! Thank you ©
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Mathematics
e Explore length heigh and time
e Building numbers to 9 and 10 — 1 more / 1 less
® Making 10 - Recalling number pairs to 10 off by heart
e Comparing numbers within 10 — more than / fewer than
e Doubles to 10
e Explore odd and even
e Names of 3D shapes: cube, cuboid, cone, cylinder
o Properties of 3D shapes: roll or slide?
e Finding 2D shapes within 3D shapes
e Complex repeating patterns AAB, ABB
e Number patterns to 20 and ordering numbers to 20
e Matching numerals to amount up to 20
e Estimating more or less than 10
o Subtracting from 20

.
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Understanding the world

o | can talk about how objects or books have changed since
my parents and grandparents were children

o | can talk about my favourite traditional tale?

o | understand that signs and symbols tell about us a place

o | can draw a simple map of a familiar place

o | am beginning to know that there are lots of different places
in the world which you can see on a map

o | understand why Easter is celebrated and why it is
important to Christians

o | can retell the Easter Story

¢ | know that different countries have different Easter
traditions.

o | can describe signs of Spring

o | can explain a simple life cycle of a bean

o | can label the different parts of a bean

Trips and wow moments:

Dress up as your favourite traditional character, World
Book Day, visit to the library, Signs of Spring Walk, trip
to a farm, Easter nests, Easter Cards, Easter Egg hunt
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Expressive Art and Design

Creating with materials

o | can decide on a goal before | start making something and
adapt my ideas to improve the end result.

o | am beginning to use a wider range of vocabulary to describe
the textures of different materials and select them to create a
desired effect.

o | can select a tool for a specific purpose to create a desired
effect.

e | can draw with precision around the outline of shapes

e | am developing the language of colour (secondary colours)
and mix colours to make new colours

o | can create a simple collage

e | can use different props for different characters to show their
personalities (e.g. lady with necklace and handbag, other with
backpack and binoculars)

o | can make a prop to enhance my play.

Being Imaginative and expressive

e | can replicate dances and performances

e | can learn longer dance routines, matching pace

e | can sing in a group, matching pitch and following melody

o | can select my own instrument and | can play them in time to
music.

e | am beginning to act out stories with my peers with each
person pretending to be a different character, either repeating

or using some of my own words.

Some of the books we will be reading:

Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Three Bily
Goats Gruff, The Little Pigs, Jack and the Beanstalk, Jasper’s Beanstalk,
When Spring Comes, The Easter Story for children, The life cycle of a
bean, a tiny seed, selection of poems for Easter.
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Homework:

Reading: Please read at home every night and sign your child’s reading
record. Class dojo points are awarded every time you read with your
child.

Phonics: RWI links on Class Dojo for your child to watch and practise.
Maths: NumBots online — recall of number facts




