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Essential knowledge

By the end of this topic, we will know....
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The names of different mini beasts that we find in our immediate
environment

Why mini beasts are important to us.

How we can help mini beasts to thrive.

The life cycle of a butterfly and the different stages in the life cycle

That different mini beasts live in different habitats

The names of the different habitats that mini-beasts live in

That living things including mini beasts, do not stay the same over time
and they grow and change.

That Seasons do not stay the same over time and describe how Summer is
different to Spring.

How to make a wormery and understand why worms are important to us.
How to make a compost and the importance of composting our waste

Ideas for activities at home — remember to post your photos on Class Dojo

Create a mini-beast habitat in a shoebox.

Make a bug hotel in your garden.

Go on a bug hunt and be a bug detective.

Create a tally chart for all the mini beasts you find.

Draw a picture of your favourite mini beast.

Make a wormery at home.

Thread pasta tubes on string to make a caterpillar.

Make a bug out of playdough.

Do some junk modelling to create a caterpillar or any other bug!

Termly Value: Forgiveness

British Value: Mutual Tolerance

The skills and attitudes that all successful learners need are based in the research of characteristics of effective learning.

In Reception, it is important that children are given lots of

opportunities to make sense of the information around them and we achieve this through our enabling environments. These provide a rich, varied and safe space in our setting in which your

children can play, explore and learn and follow their interests.

Characteristics of effective learning

Playing & Exploring - Engagement

Active Learning - Motivation

Creating & Thinking Critically - Thinking

e Finding out & exploring
e Playing with what they know
e Being willing to ‘have a go’

Being involved & concentrating
Keep on trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Having their own ideas (creative thinking)
Making links (building theories)
Working with ideas (critical thinking




Prime Areas of Learning
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Personal, Social & Emotional Development

Self-Regulation

e | can set myself simple goals and work towards them

e | can express my feelings with more detail and give reasons
for them by linking ideas

e | know that certain actions or words will be hurtful
towards another child, and | can change my actions or
words appropriately

| am beginning to understand that the class and school
rules are part of the values we learn, and | can show
sensitivity towards others.

e | can control my immediate impulses and wait for my turn.

e | can respond appropriately to the teacher even when | am
engaged in an activity and show an ability to follow more
than 2 instructions
Managing Self

e | understand the importance of healthy food choices.

e | can manage my own basic hygiene and personal needs,
including dressing, going to the toilet

e | can manage my own needs.

o | am becoming more resilient and can persevere in the face
of a challenge.

¢ Building Relationships

e | am showing more sensitivity to my own and to others'
needs

e | can help others who are less confident at something than
me.

e | can feel happy for someone else when they have achieved
something they have set out to do.

e | can resolve small conflicts independently.

Communication and Language

Listening Attention and Understanding

e | can use well formed sentences

e | can use the correct tense more accurately.

e | understand more complex language including
prepositions, sequencing and time.

e | can retell how the story started, what happened
in the middle, and what happened at the end.

| can demonstrate 2 channelled attention for short
spans e.g. listen and do
Speaking

e | can speak in the correct tense: past, present or
future with 80% accuracy.

e | can use recently introduced vocabulary to express
my thoughts and feelings as part of a class / group
discussion or in my imaginative play.

e | can respond to 'who, what where when why'
questions using a reasoning conjunction to justify
my answers.

e | can listen to and respond in a conversation taking
a number of turns to share my thoughts and ideas
or express my feelings.

e[ can explain what might happen in a story using
new vocabulary introduced from it.

e | can use the new vocabulary | have learnt in a
variety of contexts.

e | can recall some rhymes, poems and songs off by
heart.

Physical Development

Gross motor skills

¢ | can gauge where a moving obstacle may be
and move myself appropriately before
reaching it.

e | can balance on an unstable surface with
increasing control.

e | can usually hit a target from 12ft away
using an overhand toss.

e | can increase the distance over which | can
throw accurately.

e | can bounce a tennis ball on the floor and
catch in one hand.

e | can skip rhythmically.

e | can confidently move across the trim trail
obstacle course.

Fine motor

| am using a tripod grip to hold a pencil more
consistently.

o | look closely at lines, shapes, size and
patterns when producing an observational
drawing.

e | can draw, paint, write more accurately and
with greater control.

e | can cut within 1/8 inch of lines to cut out
shapes or pictures with increasing accuracy.

e | can use a knife, fork and spoon correctly to
eat my food.
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Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy

Comprehension

e | can answer who? where? what? when?
questions linked to text and illustrations.

e | can re-tell a story using beginning, middle and
end.

e | can retell a story through role play and use
some exact words / phrases from the story.

e | can explain why or how things happened.

e | can predict what could happen in a story.

o | use modelled vocabulary during my
imaginative play.

e | can answer questions linked to RWI Red or
Green story books.
Reading

e | can read a range of green words speedily
containing 4+ sounds

e | can read alien words with 3 or 4 sounds

e | can recall the first 6 Set 2 RWI sounds

e | can read Green story books with intonation and
fluency.

e | can read some tricky words speedily: | of my to
the no put for me your said you are
Writing

e | can recall the RWI rhymes off by heart

e | can form the letters w v u y correctly, as well as
previously taught coadgqiltjfmnhrbp

e | can write RWI tricky words off by heart | of my
to the no put for me

e | can hold at least 3 words (CVC, CCVC, CVCC)
in my head to write a phrase or caption from
memory independently e.g. it is long

e | can use finger spaces between words

e | can write my first name and beginning to write
my last name

e My writing can be read by another person.

P.E and Forest School

Mathematics

Number

e | can count accurately to 20.

e | can order numerals to 20

o | am beginning to count beyond 20 to 30

o | can add more to a number and count on

e | can work out how many were added in missing
number problems

e | can take away from a number and find out how many
is left.

e | can work out how many were taken away in missing
number problems.

Numerical Patterns

o | can recall odd and even numbers up to 10

o | can recall double facts up to 10 (multiplication)

* | can share objects equally into groups (division)

e | can recognise 3D shapes.
e | can find 2D shapes in 3D shapes
e | can copy and continue more complex patterns.
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o | know that | will change as | grow up and I can talk about
my favourite times in Reception.

o | can talk about how | have changed since starting school.

e | can explain who St George is and why St George’s day is
a special day for some people in my community.

e | can use the vocabulary of past, present and future

e[ can find England on a world map

o | know what the England flag looks like

| can make observations and drawings of what the plants
and animals that | see in Summer

| can name some minibeasts and draw pictures of them

o | know that minibeasts live in different habitats

e | can order the pictures of the life cycle of a butterfly

el can talk about the differences between Spring and
Summer /

Expressive Art and Design

Creating with materials

e | can make specific props for a story to add detail or
convey meaning

o | can retell well-known stories in great detail using
new language

e | can review my work and makes improvements,
explaining why changes are better.

e | use a variety of art tools with greater accuracy.

e | can use a variety of tools safely and make decisions
about colours, textures, materials, form, and
function.

e | can explain the processes | have used to make my
creation to a teacher or peer so that they can
replicate it.

Being Imaginative and expressive

o | can retell stories with others, changing/substituting
some of the details.

e | can put a sequence of actions together and perform
a song.

e | am beginning to improvise independently to create
a simple dance.

e | can sing by myself matching pitch and following
melody.

e | recoanise different instruments in music.

Some of the books we will be reading:

What the ladybird heard, Mad about Mini beasts, The
Bad-tempered lady bird, Super worm, The very hungry
Caterpillar, The very greedy bee, Slug needs a hug,
Whatever next, Aliens love underpants, the snail and the
whale, Bee natures tiny miracle, Spinderella, How many

legs, Arggh a spider! And many many more!
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Homework: Please continue to read at home every night
and sign your child’s reading record. Class Dojo points

Forest School: Oak Monday and Ash Tuesday

P.E Fridays — please come to school wearing PE kit, long
hair tied up, no earrings or other jewellery and blue jumper or
cardigan.

Trips and wow moments
Hatching butterfly eggs, fruit tasting day, Life Education bus,
Signs of Summer walk, making a bug hotel, bug hunt.

will be awarded for each time you read at home.

Please log in to Numbots ©




