
TOPIC: All creatures great and small  

Essential knowledge 

By the end of this topic, we will know…. 

• that a world map shows all the countries in the world which are 
represented by different colours and the sea is usually 

represented with the colour blue. 

• that England is one country in the world and there are lots of 

different countries. 

• where to find England on a world map. 

• some similarities and differences in buildings, food, clothing and 
animals in this and in other countries. 

• some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around me and contrasting environments. 

• the names for the North and South Pole. 

• some names of animals that live in the Artic Circle and Antarctica, 
the jungle and in the dessert.   

• that different animals live in different environments. 
 

 Ideas for activities at home – remember to post your photos on Tapestry 

• Create a jungle in a shoebox. 

• Create a collage of your own map of the world.  

• Write a fact file about your favourite arctic animal. 

• Make an igloo out of white marshmallows. 

• Paint a picture of your favourite jungle animal.  

• Taste some exotic fruit 
Termly Value: Courage British Value : Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

The skills and attitudes that all successful learners need are based in the research of  characteristics of  ef fective learning .  In Reception, it is important that children are given 

lots of  opportunities to make sense of  the information around them and we achieve this through our enabling environments.  These provide a rich, varied and safe space in 

our setting in which your children can play, explore and learn and follow their interests.  

Characteristics of effective learning  

Playing & Exploring - Engagement Active Learning - Motivation Creating & Thinking Critically - Thinking 

• Finding out & exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

• Being involved & concentrating 

• Keep on trying 

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

• Having their own ideas (creative thinking) 

• Making links (building theories) 

• Working with ideas (critical thinking 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Prime Areas of Learning 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

Self-Regulation 

• I can set myself simple goals and work towards them 
• I can express my feelings with more detail and give 

reasons for them by linking ideas 

• I know that certain actions or words will be hurtful towards 
another child and I can change my actions or words 
appropriately 

• I am beginning to understand that the class and school 
rules are part of the values we learn and I can show 
sensitivity towards others. 

• I can control my immediate impulses and wait for my turn. 

• I can respond appropriately to the teacher even when I am 
engaged in an activity and show an ability to follow more 
than 2 instructions 
Managing Self 

• I understand the importance of healthy food choices. 
• I can manage my own basic hygiene and personal needs, 

including dressing, going to the toilet 

• I can manage my own needs. 
• I am becoming more resilient and can persevere in the 

face of a challenge. 

• Building Relationships 
• I am showing more sensitivity to my own and to others' 

needs 

• I can help others who are less confident at something than 
me. 

• I can feel happy for someone else when they have 
achieved something they have set out to do. 

• I can resolve small conflicts independently. 
 

Communication and Language 

Listening Attention and Understanding 

• I can use well-formed sentences. 

• I can use the correct tense more accurately. 
• I understand more complex language including 

prepositions, sequencing, and time. 

• I can retell how the story started, what happened in 
the middle, and what happened at the end. 

• I can demonstrate 2 channelled attention for short 
spans e.g.listen and do 
Speaking 

•  I can speak in the correct tense: past, present, or 
future with 80% accuracy. 

• I can use recently introduced vocabulary to express 
my thoughts and feelings as part of a class / group 
discussion or in my imaginative play. 

• I can respond to 'who, what where when why' 
questions using a reasoning conjunction to justify my 
answers. 

• I can listen to and respond in a conversation taking a 
number of turns to share my thoughts and ideas or 
express my feelings. 

• I can explain what might happen in a story using new 
vocabulary introduced from it. 

• I can use the new vocabulary I have learnt in a variety 
of contexts. 

• I can recall some rhymes, poems and songs off by 
heart. 

 

Physical Development 

Gross motor skills 
• I can gauge where a moving obstacle may 

be and move myself appropriately before 
reaching it. 

• I can balance on an unstable surface with 
increasing control. 

• I can increase the distance over which I can 
throw accurately to 3metres. 

• I can bat different sized balls. 

• I can throw and catch different sized balls 
with a partner. 

• I can skip rhythmically. 

• I can confidently move across the trim trail 
obstacle course. 

Fine motor  

• I am using a tripod grip to hold a pencil 
more consistently. 

• I look closely at lines, shapes, size and 
patterns when producing an observational 
drawing. 

• I can draw, paint, write more accurately and 
with greater control. 

• I can cut within 1/8 inch of lines to cut out 
shapes or pictures with increasing accuracy 
using scissors with two holes. 

• I can use a knife, fork and spoon correctly 
to eat my food. 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Areas of Learning 

Forest School and P.E 

Ash Forest School – Wednesday afternoon please 
bring a named pair of wellies in a bag plus named 
warm clothing.  
Oak Forest School – Monday afternoons 
P.E for both classes every Friday– Please label 
everything! Thank you ☺ 
 

Trips and wow moments: 
Trip to church, Sports Day, Moving up day. 

 

  

Literacy 
Comprehension 

• I can answer who? where? what? when?  questions 
linked to text and illustrations. 

• I can retell a story through role play and use some 
exact words / phrases from the story. 

• I can explain why or how things happened. 
•  I can predict what could happen in a story. 

•  I use modelled vocabulary during my imaginative 
play. 
Reading  

• I can read a range of green words speedily containing 
4+ sounds. 

• I can say a sound for each letter of the alphabet and 
at least 10 digraphs, (RWI Special Friends). 

• I can read RWI green story books with intonation and 
fluency. 

• I can read red tricky words speedily.(words on red 
bookmark). 
Writing 

• I am beginning to use capital letters at the beginning 
of a sentence. 

• I can use a capital letter for my name.   

• I am beginning to use a full-stop at the end of a 
sentence.  

•  I can write RWI tricky words off by heart. 

• I can read back my work independently. 
• My writing can be read by another person without my 

help. 

• I make plausible phonetic attempts at new 
vocabulary. 

• I am beginning to write a short story. 

• I am beginning to use finger spaces consistently in 
my writing. 

Mathematics 

Number 

• I can count to 20 using number patterns to 20. 
• I can match the picture to the number - up to 20. 

• I can use a Ten Frame / Beyond 20 

• I can estimate a quantity. 
• I can subtract using a Ten frame. 

• I can identify missing numbers up to 20. 
• I can order numerals to 20. 

• I can recognise numbers to 20. 

• I can add more - up to 20. 
• I can count on 

• I can subtract. 
• I can double numbers.  

• I can share 

• I can group. 
• I recognise even and odd numbers. 
 

Numerical Patterns  
• I can measure capacity. 

• I can match 2D shapes. 

• I can match 3D shapes. 
• I can make new shapes using 2D shapes. 

• I can make 3D models. 

Understanding the world 
• I know the names for the North and South Pole 

• I can name some animals that live in the Artic Circle 
• I can name some animals that live in Antarctica. 

• I can name some animals that live in the jungle. 

• I can name same some Safari animals. 
• I can recognise some environments which are different to 

the one I live in 

• I use my senses to explore the natural environment and I 
can describe what I see in Summer. 

• I can discuss what is the same and different between my day 
at school compared with a child living in a different country. 

• I can find England on a world map. 
• I can talk about the differences in buildings, food, clothing, 

and animals when looking at different countries. 

• I understand that a world map shows all the countries in the 
world which are represented by different colours and the sea 
is usually represented with the colour blue. 

• I know that I will change as I grow up and I can talk about my 
favourite times in Reception. 

• I can talk about how things have changed since older family 
members were young. 

Expressive Art and Design  
Creating with materials 

• I can make use of props or create my own when pretending 
to be a character in a story. 

• I can review my work and makes improvements, explaining 
why changes are better. 

• I use a variety of art tools with greater accuracy. 

• I can use a variety of tools safely and make decisions about 
colours, textures, materials, form, and function. 

• I can explain the processes I have used to make my 
creation to a teacher or peer so that they can replicate it. 

Being Imaginative and expressive 

• I can retell stories with others, changing/substituting some of 
the details. 

• I can put a sequence of actions together and perform a 
song.  

• I recognise different instruments in music. 

Some of the books we will be reading: 
Poles Apart, Rumble in the Jungle, Monkey Puzzle, The 
lion who wanted to roar, Dear Earth , Handa’s surprise, 
Lost and found, the Lion inside, Megabeasts, We’re all 
going on Safari, Rainbow Fish, Tiddler and more! 

  

Homework: Please continue to read at home and sign 
your child’s reading record every day. It really does 
make a big difference to their reading successes – 
thank you.  

Please log in to Numbots and practise recall of 
number facts ☺  

 


