Phonics and Early Reading

e

At Glebe Infant School and Picklenash Junior School, we use Read Write Inc. which is a
systematic, synthetic phonics programme to teach with rigour and fidelity. We give a high
priority to the teaching of phonics as we know that reading is a lifelong skill that unlocks all
learning. Our aim is for all pupils to leave our school being able to read fluently and have a
love of reading. Therefore, we are dedicated to ensuring that early reading, through phonics,
is taught effectively every day.

Why does phonics matter?

Phonics is an integral part of early reading. It teaches children the sounds in English, the
letters that represent them and how to form the letters when writing.

We start teaching the programme in your child’s Reception year and then continue until they
have worked their way through the whole reading scheme, which is usually during Year 1
and Year 2. We assess all children on the scheme every half term, to ensure that they are
placed in the perfect group for their reading ability. This also allows us to quickly identify any
children who need some support to access the learning at the level of the group. If this
arises, we provide one-to-one tutoring (Fast Track Tutoring) which provides intensive,
targeted support to address specific gaps. Groups are taught by either teachers or TAs who
have had Read Write Inc phonics training.

Children begin by learning the Set 1 Sounds in a specific order. After learning the first 5
sounds, the children begin to blend sounds together to make words. Then, as soon as they
can blend independently, the children will progress on to reading green words.

As soon as children can read green words, they begin to read stories in their Read Write Inc
sessions. Each storybook is matched to the sounds they can already read, which sets them
up for success and helps to build their confidence with reading. It is through these
storybooks that we teach children red words, which are irregular words that are not
phonetically plausible and cannot be sounded out using Fred Talk. Each storybook is taught
in the same way, with children practising reading the green and red words in the story,
before they begin to read the book. Children will then read the book several times to help
build their fluency and comprehension skills.

If children need to continue their phonics journey as they progress into Key Stage 2, they will
continue to follow the Read Write Inc. programme. As they move into Years 5 and 6, they
will follow the programme Fresh Start which teaches pupils to read accurately and fluently
with good comprehension, to spell correctly, and compose their ideas for writing step-by-
step. Resources are age-appropriate, matched to pupils increasing knowledge of phonics
and finely levelled to accelerate progress.



How can | support my child with phonics at home?

1. Reading at least 3 times a week at home with your child.
2. Use the Virtual Classroom Video Links

This will support your child with learning the sounds and with blending sounds into words.
These will also be familiar to your child as we use these to support your child in school.

3. Play ‘Fred Games’. (include Fred Games document link).

Speaking like Fred helps children to understand that words are made up of sounds. Use
Fred Talk throughout the day to help children practise blending sounds together.

4. Practise reading red words from their reading books.
These words should be read by sight and your child should not try to ‘Fred talk’ these words.

The Phonics Screening Check

The Phonics Screening Check is taken individually by all children in England, in June of Year
1. It is designed to give teachers, parents and carers information on how your child is
progressing in phonics. It will help to identify whether your child needs additional support at
this stage so that they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill.

The check consists of 40 words and alien-words that your child will be asked to read, one-to-
one, with a teacher. Alien words (or 'nonsense' words) are a collection of letters that will
follow the phonics rules your child has been taught, but don’t mean anything — your child will
need to read these with the correct sounds in order to show that they understand the
phonics rules behind them.

The 40 words and alien-words are divided into two sections — one with simple word
structures of three or four letters, and one with more complex word structures of five or six
letters. The teacher administering the check with your child will give them a few practice
words to read first — including some alien-words — so they understand more about what they
have to do. Each of the alien-words are presented with a picture of an alien, so your child is
aware that these are not real words.

Further support and useful weblinks

- Read Write Inc. Glossary (include link to glossary document)

- Read Write Inc. Letter Formation Rhymes https://www.ruthmiskin.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/handwriting _phrases v2.pdf

- Set1, Set 2 and Set 3 sounds (include link to document with sounds)

- Parent video — What is Read Write Inc. Phonics?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjIPILhk7bQ

- Parent video — Understanding Phonics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXOJUPNVnLc

- Parent video — Why read to your child?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiHqJQ8sxs4

- Parent video - How to say the sounds:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q

- Reading at home (Booklet 1 Set 1 sounds) for parents:
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2023/08/22/11/09/45/3cc75e81-24ae-4f2b-8179-
91a47e2afe00/rwi_ RPhO_PIB1_PageOrder.pdf

- Reading at home (Booklet 2 Set 2/3 sounds) for parents
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2023/08/22/11/10/05/23188a06-9850-449b-8052-
cb4db42d3288/rwi RPhO PIB2 PageOrder.pdf
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