
Teaching Children to Read 

 

Reading at Glebe Infants and Picklenash Junior School  

At Glebe Infants and Picklenash Junior School, we believe that the ability to read is 

fundamental to pupils’ development as independent learners, during their time at school and 

beyond.  Reading is central to our ability to understand, interpret and communicate with each 

other and the world around us.  Success in reading has a direct effect upon progress in all 

areas of the curriculum, therefore reading is given a high priority at The Federation of Newent 

Schools. This enables the children to become enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers 

across a wide range and types of literature, including different text types and genres.  

Our aims are for all children at Glebe Infants and Picklenash Junior School are to: 

 build their bank of sight words to enable fluent reading. 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 

 understand and apply their knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns and use this to 

decode words with accuracy. 

 read with enjoyment across a range of genres. 

 read for pleasure as well as for information. 

 have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a rich and varied vocabulary. 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.  

 read and respond to a wide range of different types of literature. 

 understand the layout and how to use different genres and text type. 

 

How Do We Teach Reading at Glebe Infants and Picklenash Junior School? 

Reading at Glebe Infants and Picklenash Junior School is taught and celebrated in a range 

of ways.  Some of these are generic across the whole school, whilst others are specific to 

key stages. The teaching of reading at key stages 1 and 2 consists of two dimensions: word 

reading and comprehension. We structure our teaching of reading to ensure that teaching 

focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions. Children are exposed to a 

range of different text types by different authors to develop their word reading as well as 

comprehension. Across the school we have mapped out texts that are used in our guided 

reading sessions and class novel time to ensure, as part of our cultural capital development, 

that all children are exposed to key age related texts, authors and genres. 

We follow the Read Write Inc. (RWI) phonics programme and children in EYFS and KS1 

receive daily phonics lessons. Children in KS2 also access RWI or Fresh Start lessons if 

they are not yet secure with their phonics. Once children have finished RWI, they progress to 

whole class reading lessons. During these lessons, children are exposed to a range of age 



related texts that further develop their vocabulary and knowledge of text structures, as well 

as a range of reading skills through the use of ‘VIPERS.’ 

As a school, we recognise the importance of story time for all children as literature is a 

powerful medium to allow children the chance to inhabit the lives of those who are like them. 

Therefore, class novel time is prioritised across the school. EYFS have a 5 a day reading 

program that ensures reading is at the heart of the school timetable. In years 1-6, class 

reading takes place daily. In EYFS and Y1, there is also a daily rhyme/singing time.  

Our library has recently been developed and is contunially being updated. It contains a large 

range of engaging fiction and non-fiction books. The children enjoy using the library area and 

the school librarians work hard to keep the library organised.  

Children are encouraged to read at home regularly and the school runs several incentives to 

encourage this. Furthermore, parents in KS1 are invited into school weekly to participate in 

our reading together sessions.  

How can you help your child at home? 

 Encourage your child to read 

Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational benefits 

too. Just a few minutes a day can have a big impact on children of all ages.  

 Read aloud regularly 

Try to read to your child. It’s a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story. Stories 

matter and children love re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny 

voices to bring characters to life.  

 Encourage reading choice 

Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their own time - it doesn’t just 

have to be books. There’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and 

much more.  

 Read signs and information boards as you are out and about 

These often contain new vocabulary to discuss.  

 Make use of your local library 

Visit the local library and borrow books to read at home.  

 Listen to audiobooks 

Although they don’t practise phonics, listening to audiobooks does practise 

comprehension books develops imagination, teaches new vocabulary, and allows your 

child to experience books above their reading age. 

 

 

https://gloslibraries.uk/library/newent-library

