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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their reception
year (0-5). In our school, all school children join us in the Reception classes where they complete
EYFS. Atthe GPP Federation, we will provide a safe and stimulating environment, following the
children’s interests where they have opportunities to explore and investigate through their play.

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their
potential. “(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2023)

Legal Framework
This policy has due regard to statutory legislation, including but not limited to the following:
e Childcare Act 206
e Safeguarding Vulnerable Group Act 2006
e The GDPR
e Data Protection Act 2018

This policy has due regard to statutory legislation, including but not limited to the following:
e DFE (2023) ‘Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage’
e DEF (2024) ‘Keeping Children safe in Education’
e DFE (2023) ‘Working together to safeguard children’
e DFE (2023) ‘Prevent duty guidance; Guidance for specified authorities in England and Wales’.

Principles
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There are four guiding principles that shape our practice in our early years settings. These are:

1. Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and

self-assured

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships

3. Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults,
who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time.
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

4. The importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates.

n

The school recognises the importance of creating a safe, and stimulating learning environment in which the
contributions of all children are valued. The children have access to indoor and outdoor spaces as well as
regular visits to the schools wooded area.

We recognise that parents are the children's first and most enduring educators and we highly value
the contribution that parents make.

Our intent

At the GPP Federation we understand that every educational setting has a set of unique factors that are
important to recognise in order to ensure that all children from within the locality are able to achieve the
best possible educational outcomes as well as being prepared effectively for life outside of school. Newent
is a unique catchment with a highly diverse intake. A large proportion of children are from deprived
backgrounds, have special educational needs or English as foreign language and as such it is important
that the EYFS curriculum reflects these needs throughout its content and delivery.

Our curriculum is based around 6 core values (courage, perseverance, friendship, forgiveness,
respect and trust) that underpin positive learning attitudes and the development of the whole child in all
subjects.

In EYFS we prepare children by having:

e High aspirations for all. Enabling all our children to flourish. Fostering a positive attitude to
learning; a belief in ourselves; being ambitious learners and challenging stereotypes.

e Fostering alove of language. We begin by focusing upon developing our children’s spoken
language. Our curriculum utilises opportunities to use spoken language to become better
communicators. Alongside this we foster a love and passion for reading; immersing them in a
language rich environment

e Learning through experiences. Maximising hands-on opportunities; meeting visitors that inspire
us and visiting places of interest. Bringing learning to life for our children

e Building strong relationships. Within our federation family, children are nurtured to believe in
themselves and to become resilient learners. Celebrating our school and wider community;
promoting British values and supporting our spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Preparing our children for life in modern Britain

The EYFS team seek to provide:

=
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e Quality and consistency so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind

e A securefoundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, and
assessing and reviewing what they have learned regularly.

e Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers.

e Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and
supported.

e To safeguard children, promoting their welfare and well-being.

e To ensure assessment arrangements for measuring progress are in place and reports are made to
parents and /or carers.

e To provide a key worker for each child

e To provide an effective transition from nursery to school.

Implementation

The EYFS Team will achieve this;

¢ By considering the individual needs, interests, and development of each child in their care, and use this
information to plan a challenging, stimulating curriculum and environment.

¢ By Practitioners stimulating children’s interests, responding to each child’s emerging needs and guiding
their development through warm, positive interactions coupled with secure routines for play and learning.
¢ By creating opportunities for children to explore, investigate and solve problems.

¢ By ensuring the children have an enjoyable experience in all areas of learning and development.

¢ By using the educational programmes to ensure children have a broad wealth of experiences and
opportunities for learning.

¢ By helping children to develop the knowledge and skills they require for ELG’s.

¢ By ensuring the children have conversations with peers and adults in a language-rich environment.

e By weekly meetings and discussions with the EYFS team.

e By using Class Dojo to show ‘WOW! or to ‘remark on the remarkable’ moments to parents and
encouraging parents to help ‘build a picture’ of their child.

¢ By the Reception teachers being the key worker for the classes.

¢ As children mature in the reception year, there will be a greater focus on teaching the essential skills
and knowledge in the specific areas of learning. This will help children to prepare for Year 1

e By Parent’s evenings and reports.

¢ By speaking to children’s key workers; visits to nursery; ‘Stay and Play Sessions’; After School Teenies
Club; Forest School sessions with nurseries throughout the year; Moving up morning; home Vvisits;
Parents Evening Welcome to School, Parents Early Reading Information evening.

The curriculum

Our EYFS curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced. The curriculum is ambitious and designed to
build sufficient knowledge and skills so that children have the personal, physical and social skills they need
to succeed in their next stage of education. It builds on what the children know and can do and our knowledge
of our children’s needs, interests and stages of development across the seven areas of learning under the
statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage.
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All areas of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected. Three areas are
particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for building capacity to
learn, form relationships and thrive, both in the EYFS and into key Stage 1.

Three prime areas:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
e Self — Regulation
e Managing Self
¢ Building Relationships

Communication and Language
e Listening, Attention and Understanding
e Speaking

Physical Development
e Gross motor skills
e Fine motor skills

Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied.

Literacy
e Comprehension
e Word Reading
e Writing

Mathematics
e Number
¢ Numerical Patterns

Understanding of the World
e Past and Present
e People, Culture and Communities
e The Natural World

Expressive Arts and Design
e Creating with Materials
¢ Being Imaginative and Expressive

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning

There are 3 characteristics which move through all areas of learning and highlight the importance of
a child’s attitude to learning, their ability to play, explore and think critically about the world around
them. They are:
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* Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

*Active learning- children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy
achievements

e Creating and thinking critically- children have and develop their own ideas, make links between
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

At the GPP Federation all areas are delivered through a well — planned play-based approach with a balance
of adult led and child-initiated activities in response to children’s needs and interests. Throughout the
Foundation Stage our long, medium and short-term plans ensure that each child has the opportunity to
develop their knowledge, skills and understanding in every area at the appropriate developmental level. Our
provision maps ensure all children have opportunities to work towards and achieve the Early Learning Goals
(ELG's) that define the expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS. We follow a half
termly topic-based approach which allows flexibility to ensure that both children’s needs and interests are
taken into account.

The EYFS classes have their own outdoor areas which are used all year round in all weathers. Being
outdoors encourages learning in different ways. It offers the children more opportunities to be
creative and explore on a larger scale as well as to be physically active linking the indoors and
outdoors together.

Play

Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their play,
children can be inquisitive, creative, questioning and experimental and will learn at their highest level.
Playing with their peers is important for children’s development.

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense
of the world. The adults model play, and play sensitively with the children fitting in with their plans
and ideas. The children are encouraged to try new activities and judge risks for themselves. We talk
to them about how we get better at things through effort and practice and that we can all learn when
things go wrong. They practice and build up ideas learning how to control themselves and
understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children
as well as on their own.

British Values:

As a school, we value and celebrate all of the diverse cultures. We value and celebrate living in, and
being part of, Britain and celebrating traditions and customs in the course of the year; for example,
Harvest Festival during the autumn term; Remembrance Day; our annual carol service and infant
nativity at Christmas; Easter, etc. We also value and celebrate national events such as royal
celebrations. Children are given opportunities to talk about family traditions and special days through
the use of the ‘Incredible Me’ box. We celebrate all the children’s achievements in school through
verbal feedback or by show and tell. All children are expected to respect each other’s feelings and
cultures, and they are given the freedom to ask questions to find out more.

We are proud to promote and celebrate our different backgrounds and beliefs within the school. In
the beginning of the year, we discuss and celebrate our differences and similarities. We talk about
why we are all different and why it is important to accept each other’s differences.
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Reception children are a part of the School Council, and each year the children take part in a voting
activity. Children nominate themselves to be a representative and they address the class giving
reasons why they should be given the role. The class then votes for who they would like to see as
their representative.

Assessment

In each of the 17 areas there are Early Learning Goals (ELG's) that define the expectations that
children are working towards to prepare them for the National Curriculum in Year 1. These will be
used as an assessment tool by the end of June to see if children have reached that expected level.
plays an important part in helping to recognise children’s progress, understand their needs, plan
activities and assess the need for support. Assessment will take many forms from observations,
verbal feedback, to formative and summative assessments. For more details see the school
Assessment Policy.

Impact
Our EYFS Curriculum will support children’s development of knowledge and skills to prepare them

for Year 1 and the National Curriculum.

Children will develop their independence, their self-regulation and their personal, emotional and
social development.

Children will learn to read using their phonics skills learnt through Read Write Inc. and will have a
‘love of reading.’

Children will have a firm foundation in number and numerical patterns.

Children will have opportunities to be creative and develop their skills through music, dance and the
arts.

Children will have opportunities to talk about the lives of people around them and know some
similarities and differences between things in the past and now.

Children will know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
contrasting environments.

Safeguarding and Welfare

All necessary steps are taken to keep the children in the setting safe and well. Any safeguarding or
welfare issues are dealt with in line with the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. Staff receive
safeguarding training that enables them to understand the safeguarding policy and procedures, have
up-to-date knowledge of safeguarding issues, and recognise signs of potential abuse and neglect.
All staff know who is the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).

Mobile Phones and devices

Staff members do not use personal mobile phones or cameras when children are present. Staff’s
phones are safely stored and in silent mode when children are present. Staff phones will be taken
when on trips or away from setting to be used only for emergency purposes. Parents will not be
allowed to use phones or mobile devices without prior permission. The school strongly advise
against the publications of any photographs or videos taken at school or school events on social
media. Staff will use school IPads to take photographs or videos for evidence, ClassDojo online pupil
profile, displays within school and the school website. Parents will complete a consent for
photographs or videos to be used.
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Health and Safety

A first aid box and first aid grab bags are located in the classroom. Teaching Assistants are paediatric
trained (PFA). Medication is administered in line with the Administering Medicines Policy. Any child
who has a bumped head, their parents will receive a text and red bump head letter or in more serious
cases a phone call. Incidents will be recorded first on incident slips located in the First Aid drawer
and then on CPOMs. Children will receive a slip to take home.

Fresh drinking water and healthy snacks will be available.

The Health and Safety Policy outlines the full health and safety Policies and procedures.

Date Reviewed: June 2024
Next Review date: June 2026
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