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Introduction 
Our school ethos is developing the whole child, aiming to ensure that everyone leaves primary school in 
readiness for the challenges of life ahead, with an understanding of their responsibilities towards others. We 
want our children to be well equipped and engage positively within the community, be accomplished 
problem solvers with confidence and respect for the views of others, in line with our fundamental British 
Values.  

 
We promote positive behaviour, everyone in our school has a responsibility to ensure unacceptable 
behaviour is dealt with immediately. It is made clear that bullying is a form of anti-social behaviour. It is 
wrong and will not be tolerated. All cases of bullying are serious, whether physical or 
emotional/psychological, the aim of this policy is to prevent bullying of any sort and to ensure that everyone 
can operate in a supportive, caring and safe environment without the fear of being bullied.  
 
What Is Bullying?  
At the GPP Federation, we define bullying using STOP: 
Several 
Times 
On 
Purpose 
 
Bullying can occur through several types of anti-social behaviour, it can be:  

• Physical: A child can be physically punched, kicked, hit 

• Verbal: This can take the form of name calling. It may be directed towards gender, ethnicity, physical 
/ social disability, personality 

• Exclusion: A child can be bullied simply by being excluded from discussions / activities.  

• Damage to Property or Theft: Pupils may have their property damaged or stolen. Physical threats 
may be used by the bully in order that the pupil hands over property to them.  

• Cyber: The use of electronic communication to bully a child, this could include sending messages of 
an intimidating or threatening nature.  

 
What Can Children Do If They Are Being Bullied?  
Talk! Tell someone! When incidents occur, class teachers will discuss bullying and reinforce the following 
strategies:  

• Remember that your silence is the bully’s greatest weapon.  

• Tell yourself that you do not deserve to be bullied and that it is wrong.  

• Be proud of who you are. It is good to be individual.  

• Try not to show that you are upset. It’s hard, but bullies thrive on your fear.  

• Be assertive – say “NO!” If you do not like what they are doing “TELL” them and walk confidently 
away. Go straight to a member of staff.  

• Stay with a group of friends / people. There is safety in numbers.  

• Fighting back may make things worse.  

• Generally it is best to tell an adult you trust straight away. You will get immediate support.  

• Teachers will take you seriously and will deal with the bullies in a way which will end the bullying and 
will not make things worse for you.  

• Call Childline 08001111 for further advice  
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What Do You Do If You Know Someone Is Being Bullied?  

• Take action! Watching and doing nothing looks as if you are on the side of the bully. It makes the 
victim feel more unhappy and on their own.  

• If you feel you cannot get involved, tell an adult immediately. Staff will deal with the bullying without 
getting you into trouble.  

• Do not be, or pretend to be, friends with a bully.  
 
Role of Parents  
Parents have an important part to play in our anti-bullying policy. We ask parents to:  

• Look out for unusual behaviour in your children – for example, they may suddenly not wish to attend 
school, feel ill regularly, or not complete work to their usual standard.  

• Always take an active role in your child’s education. Ask how their day has gone, who they have spent 
their time with. 

• If you feel your child may be a victim of bullying behaviour, inform school immediately. Your 
complaint will be taken seriously and appropriate action will follow.  

• It is important that you advise your child not to fight back. It can make matters worse!  

• Tell your child that it is not their fault that they are being bullied.  

• Reinforce that school’s policy concerning bullying and make sure your child is not afraid to ask for 
help.  

• If you know your child is involved in bullying, please discuss the issues with them and inform school. 
The matter will be dealt with appropriately.  

• Model positive behaviour, manners and appropriate use of language. 

• Not to take matters into their own hands but speak to the school. 
 
Strategies For Dealing With Bullying  
The following is a list of actions available to staff depending on the seriousness of the situation. The emphasis 
is always on caring, listening approach as bullies are often victims too – that is why they bully.   If bullying is 
suspected we will:  

• Talk to the suspected victim, and any witnesses.  

• Identify the bully and talk about what has happened, to discover why they became involved. Make it 
clear that bullying is not tolerated at our school  

• If the bully owns up then sanction procedures outlined in the Behaviour Policy will be followed.  

• Incidents of bullying are recorded on CPOMs.  

• If the suspected bully does not own up, investigate further. If it is clear that they are lying, continue 
with the procedure.  

• Continue monitoring the situation to ensure no repetition. The follow-up findings will be recorded 
on CPOMs.  

• Draw upon support from pastoral staff who will work with both the victim and the bully. 

• Carry out a fair and thorough investigation in a timely manner 

• Inform parents of what has taken place and follow up actions/consequences.  
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What is a Hate Incident? 
A hate incident is defined as: “any incident, which may or may not constitute a criminal offence, which is 
perceived by the victim or any other person, as being motivated by hostility or prejudice.” (College of Policing 
2014). 
 
Hate incidents are any non-crime incidents which are perceived by the victim or any other person, to be 
motivated by hostility or prejudice towards those persons: 

• Disability or perceived disability 

• Race or ethnicity or perceived race or ethnicity 

• Religion or belief, or perceived religion or belief (this also includes those who have no religion or 
belief) 

• Sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation 

• Transgender identity or perceived Transgender identity 
 
Hate incidents can feel like crimes to those who suffer them and often escalate to crimes or tension in a 
community. For this reason the police are concerned about incidents but can only prosecute when the law is 
broken, this is when an incident becomes a crime, however they will work with partners to try and prevent 
any escalation in seriousness. 
 
What is a Hate Crime? 
Hate Crimes are any criminal offence which is perceived by the victim or any other person, 
to be motivated by (because of) hostility or prejudice towards that person's: 

• Disability or perceived disability 

• Race or ethnicity or perceived race or ethnicity 

• Religion or belief, or perceived religion or belief (this also includes those who have no 

• religion or belief) 

• Sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation 

• Transgender identity or perceived Transgender identity 
 
This can be committed against a person or property. 

 
A victim does not have to be a member of the group at which the hostility is targeted. In fact, anyone could 
be a victim of a hate crime. For example, if someone shouts homophobic abuse at you, you are still the victim 
of a homophobic hate crime, whatever your sexual orientation.  There is also a wider impact on those that 
share an identity but may not themselves have been targeted.  
 
Name It! Report It 
To report hate crime, call the local policing team through Gloucestershire Police on 101 or 0800 0778460.  In 
an emergency, call 999 immediately. It's an emergency if: 

• Life is threatened 

• People are injured 

• Offenders are nearby 

• Immediate action is required 
 
Under the current hate crime legislation, it is important to name the characteristic crime; disability, race, 
religion/belief, sexual orientation and transgender identity, and in Gloucestershire it also includes age, 
gender and alternative subcultures, eg homeless.  
 
The school may deem it appropriate to take restorative approach when dealing with Hate Crime incidents, 
to modify behaviour for both victims and perpetrators.  
 
Policy used in conjunction with Safeguarding & Behaviour Policy 


