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Spring Term 1
Dear Parents/Carers,

Here we are at the end of another busy and learning packed half term. The weather, overall, hasn't
been particularly kind to us. In fact, I'm sitting writing this and I believe there is a glimmer of blue
sky in the distance and rumours that the sun may, eventually, shine. That said, the rain hasn't
dampened the children's energy and enthusiasm in the slightest.

There's much to read and celebrate in this newsletter; as always here's a couple of my personal
highlights.

At the beginning of term, I had an enjoyable visit to Oak and Ash Class. However, T was not alone. T
was accompanied by Dino the Dinosaur. He popped along with me to meet the children and to answer
their dinosaur related questions. They wanted to know all about the things he gets up to and what
day-to-day life is like as a dinosaur.

In our last newsletter, I told you all about Obie our Pets as Therapy dog at Picklenash. He visits us
every Thursday afternoon. Different children pop along to spend time with him; reading stories to
him or just enjoying some quiet time with him. Before he sees any of the children, he has fo pop in
and have a cuddle with Mrs Harris. I'm delighted to say that we now have Winnie visiting us at Glebe.
Winnie is a whippet and she comes along, every Tuesday afternoon, with her owner Amanda. They are
spending time in the classrooms getting to know the children. I know Elm class took Winnie for a walk
last week.

Many of you will know that we have intfroduced OPAL at lunchtimes. Well last week, another new
activity was added. Every lunchtime, we have a different musical theme - pop, disco, rock, country to
name a few. The children are thoroughly enjoying themselves. They certainly know their music; the
dance moves to go with it and how to enjoy themselves. We will be developing the range of music on
offer over the coming weeks.

The final week of this half term is Children's Mental health Week. As a launch, the children can come
to school wearing a scarf. Throughout the week, they will be taking part in a range of activities,
including live lessons, designed to help them with their mental health and well-being. On Tuesday
(10™), we also have Internet Safety Day - lots going on as we move towards the break.

I hope you have a restful break and that we get some rain free days.
Best wishes

Michelle Kelly, Headteacher



Attendance Update

This ferm has brought its challenges, with many children experiencing sickness bugs and flu-like
symptoms. When you phone or message to report your child's absence due to illness, please provide as
much detail as possible about their symptoms.

We have been advised by the Local Authority that coughs, colds, headaches, or a restless night
caused by these are not considered valid reasons for absence and will therefore not be authorised.
Both Mrs. Kelly and T recently attended a meeting at the local Health Centre, where doctors
confirmed this guidance. They also emphasised that, unless a child has a contagious illness, they
strongly recommend that children attend school.

On a positive note, we are delighted that two classes achieved 100% attendance in a week — well
done, Sycamore and Hawthorn! Cedar, Maple, Poplar, and Beech have also been very close, with weekly
attendance of 98-99%.

Our whole-school attendance compared with National and Local figures is as follows:

School / Area Attendance

Glebe 95.2%
Picklenash 95.2%
National 94.8%
Local 95.1%

These results are very encouraging.
If you have any questions or concerns about attendance, please feel free to contact me.
Mrs. Sleeman Attendance Champion

attendance@gppfed.org

Is My Child’s Absence Authorised?
An absence is authorised when the school agrees that your child has a valid reason to
be away from school.
This includes:
» Medical or dental appointments that cannot be arranged outside school hours
* lllness, when your child is genuinely too unwell to attend
« Absences approved by the Head Teacher, such as exceptional circumstances
» Religious observance days
Even when an absence is authorised, it still affects your child’s overall attendance
percentage, because they are not in school and not accessing learning.
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The message to give to children to understand why their % is not where they think it should be
s
* “When you're not in school, even for a good reason, it still counts as time missed — but that
doesn't mean you’ve done anything wrong.”
= “Your job is to come to school when you can. When you can’t, adults handle the rest”
« “Missing school sometimes is normal. What matters is that you keep trying your best”
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Governor Update

There have been a number of new initiatives introduced to school life over the past few months and
governors would be keen fo learn your view. We shall be sending out a survey after half tferm and
would greatly appreciate your thoughts.

Glebe and Picklenash have recently undertaken a review around our provision for children with special
educational needs (SEN). We are pleased that the findings show that the schools are providing
positive environments for our SEN children and although there is still some work to further improve
our provision, this was already on our radar and within our capabilities.

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor. We shall be asking for nominations for this role
after half term. In the meantime, if you would like some information about what being a Parent
Governor might entail, then please contact Gary Bottomley at chair@gppfed.org.

Pupil Absence

If your child is ill then you must contact the school office to let them know by 8.40am. You need to
text/email or phone in. If your child has a contagious illness e.g. chicken pox, sickness bug then please
advise us which date you think your child will return.

First Aid News: Coughs, Colds and Super Resilient Children!

We've noticed plenty of coughs and sniffles around school recently - it's definitely that time of year!
The good news is that most coughs and colds are mild and children are usually well enough to come to
school, learn and play as normal.

A runny nose or an occasional cough is often just part of growing up and building strong immune
systems. We encourage children to be resilient, carry on with their routines where they can, and
remember their manners when it comes to germs - “catch it, bin it, kill it!"

I would also like to say how incredibly brave the children have been this term. From playground
tumbles to minor bumps and grazes, they've shown fantastic courage (and accepted many plasters!)
with big smiles and positive attitudes.

Thank you for helping us keep our school community healthy, happy and hardy!

Mrs Gough (First Aid Lead)
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Glebe Reading Together

ONE OF THE GREATEST
GIFTS ADULTS CAN

Thank you so much if you managed to get to one of our Reading
Together sessions - it has gone from strength o strength each
week and the children absolutely love welcoming you to their
classrooms and reading with you.

The sessions will continue after half term so if you didn't
manage to come this term there is plenty of opportunity next
term.

A reminder that Reading Together begins at 2.45pm every
Wednesday and to sign in at Glebe Reception where you will be
let in.

GIVELS 10 READ T
CHLLDAEN

Carl Sagan

New Lunch Menu

Please see the new school lunch menu starting Monday 23 February 2026

%  THE GPP FEDERATION
" LUNCH MENU

Chicken Mayo Wrap & Porkmeatballs in Hunters Chicken & Potato | Battered Fish

Beeflasagne

Garlic bread

Yorkshire puddings

Or Penne Pasta gravy bake or
Tomato & pepper Or Or Or Vegetable omelette
Pasta Jacket potato Vegan meatballs in Jacket Potato

{Beans, CheeseorTuna) | grawvy (Beans, Cheese orTuna)
Broceoli Mixed Salad Mash Potato Sweeteorh Seasoned wedpes
Sweetcorn Farmhouse mixedveg | Peas Baked beans

Peas

Coconut & Raspberry
Sponge

Creamy Chicken &
leek pie

Or

Creamy Leek &
Mushroom pie

Chocolate Magic Cake &
custard

Pork Sausage & Mash
Or

Jacket Potato
[Beans, CheeseorTuna)

leed PeachSprinkle
Sponge

Savoury beef Mince in
Gravy

Or

Quorn mince in gravy

Blueberry Flapjack

Chickenenchiladas &
Vegetablerice

Or

lacket potato
(Beans, Cheese orTuna)

Assorted puddings

Salmon Fish fingers
Or

Cheese & Tomato
Pinwheels

Potato Wedges
Broceoli
sweetcom

BakedBeans
Peas

Roast Potatoes
Farmhouse mixedveg
Yorkshire puddings
Gravy

Mixed Salad

Penne Pasta
Mixed Vegetables

Chocolate chip
shortbread

Mixed fruit crumble &
Custard

Lemon Drizzle cake

Vanilla & Strawberry
marble cake

Assorted Puddings




Children's Mental Health Week

This week the children have been involved in many activities around their mental health and well-
being. It has been lovely to see their engagement and lots of smiley faces.

Please see below some links that may be useful if you would like to know more about supporting you
and your child's mental health.

If you do feel that you would like to speak to someone or if you have any concerns, please contact our
pastoral support lead Miss Jones njones@gppfed.org

Place2Be's Children's Mental Health Week - Official site

www.move-more.org

PE Update

This term has been a short but busy one for us in PE. Our amazing KS1 classes have been looking at
gymnastics this ferm and they have been producing some really balances and routines. Year 3s and 4s
have been working together to produce routines with cartwheels, handstands and front walkovers
included. We have some very talented gymnastics in our school! For our Year 5 and 6s they have had a
different approach to their PE topics this term, with Health, Fitness and Well-being. We have been
looking at circuits, long distance running and core routines to develop our overall fitness and to help
us learn about our body.

Finally, this term Picklenash have had a Dance workshop day. The children demonstrated our school
promises throughout the Dance delivered to us by our outside provider we were very proud of them.
The Year 3s and 4s danced to an Ancient Greek theme whereas our Year 5 and 6s danced to The
Mayans.

We are looking forward to some dryer and warmer weather so we can get out outside and enjoy our
PE.

Thanks, Mr Brain and Mr Davies

Heart Heroes

Thank you to all those who supported Heart Heroes by wearing red and donating. You have helped to
raise £207.95

Picklenash/Glebe Hall Hire

Our halls are available for hire out of school hours and if you wish to enquire for any availability,
please contact Picklenash School office on 01531 820589 or email admin@gppfed.org
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Our Year 3-6 pupils had an incredible day in Birmingham as they joined almost 6,000 children for
Young Voices, the largest children's choir in the UK. The arena was buzzing as they belted out
favourites like The Power in Me, the Pop Medley and the Wicked medley with huge enthusiasm.

The journey up set the tone for the day: a stop at the service station gave everyone a chance to fuel
up, with Mrs Clark tackling the biggest Burger King of her life and Mr Brain somehow managing to buy
double for his dinner too! After a few sneaky doughnuts, we scooped everyone back onto the coach
for the short trip to BP Pulse Live. JJ threw himself into the performance with such excitement that
he'd cheered himself completely voiceless by the end, while Lilian bounced through every song with
the unstoppable energy of a Duracell bunny. Even in the middle of all the noise, Elizabeth managed to
find a peaceful ten minutes to recharge with a book during the break - a small miracle in that
atmosphere. We were incredibly proud of how brilliantly they represented our federation throughout
the whole day, showing maturity, kindness and real team spirit. And despite the long hours, they
returned to school full of focus and positivity for the rest of the week. The energy on the coach
home was still electric right up until we pulled into the school gates -a perfect end to a truly
unforgettable experience



Elm class children thoroughly enjoyed learning how o programme Bee-Bots
as part of our Computing curriculum. Using Bee-Bot mats, the children
planned routes to move the Bee-Bots to different locations, learning how
to programme turns to the left or right and to count how many spaces
were needed. This required careful thinking, planning and checking of
instructions. These activities helped develop early computing skills such as
logical thinking and problem-solving, while also supporting maths and
language development. Learning to programme at this age builds

- confidence, resilience and teamwork, giving children a strong foundation

[ for future digital learning.

This half term in Willow Class, our topic has been learning about a 'History of Toys'. We have had
great fun exploring toys from both the past and the present. We had looked at a box of artefacts
brought in from the Wilson Museum where we got to explore toys from the past; we got to bring in
our own toys and share them with the class. Our parents and grandparents also got the chance to
come in and share their toys with the class. We have been comparing how they were similar and
different. The children have really enjoyed this topic and have learnt lots about how toys are
different from now and in the past.

sk Class:
\




We've been having a Roarsome time learning all about dinosaurs in Reception! The children were
thrilled by a special visit from Dino the dinosaur, which sparked lots of excitement and brilliant
questioning.

We investigated frozen "Dino ice eggs,” predicting which conditions would melt them the fastest and
watching closely as they changed.

The children also created pasta dinosaur skeletons, carefully thinking about bones and structure, and
designed their own dinosaur habitat boxes using their imagination and knowledge of where dinosaurs
might have lived. It's been wonderful to see such curiosity, creativity, and tfeamwork throughout our
dinosaur learning.

Oak: Class:
S

As part of our "People Who Help Us” topic this term, Oak Class in EYFS have been learning about
the different people in our community who help us. We have explored the important roles of
paramedics, doctors, nurses, dentists, the police and the fire crew, and how they care for us and
keep us safe.

To bring our learning to life, we were thrilled o welcome visiting police officers and firefighters to
Glebe School. The police showed us their important equipment, including handcuffs, a baton and
cones, and we talked confidently about how to dial 999 in an emergency and ask for the police, fire
service or ambulance. We were very excited to hear the police car siren! &

We were also really lucky when the fire crew brought their fire engine to school. In the sunshine, we
explored the truck and learned about the hoses, ladders, fire extinguishers, fan and oxygen tanks.
We even tried on helmets and boots and had a turn spraying water from the hose like real
firefighters! ££8 We are so grateful to these wonderful community heroes for visiting us and
inspiring us — perhaps we have some future firefighters and police officers in Oak Class!



In Cedar this term we have really enjoyed some of the more practical and ‘hands on' elements of our
learning. In science, we have been looking at the topic of living things and their habitats with the
focus on classification systems and sub-sections including vertebrates, invertebrates and micro-
organisms. We have been outside on the school field trying to find examples of invertebrates and
grew mould in agar; this is linked to our personal development area of hygiene and washing hands.
Our agar plates definitely threw up some interesting findings! In history, we have been focusing on
the Mayans. The children had a fantastic time learning about Mesoamerica and creating their own
dioramas to show the topography of Mesoamerica.

Maple Class:
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This ferm in Maple class we have been learning about states of matter in Science. The children had
fun grouping as solids, liquids and gases; showing how the particles move, vibrate depending on their
state. We are carrying out experiments to see what happens to some solids when heated. We have
also enjoyed learning about the Ancient Greeks- looking at artifacts and researching about aspects of
life then.



g ;—ﬂig Well Spring One has flown past! This term we have learnt
. about the Mayans, including how they made chocolate. We
> " * have learnt about seasonal food and made some lovely apple
U8 4 crumble. And we were very lucky to be invited to watch
' Newent Comprehensive's performance of Charlie and the
& Chocolate Factory! In English we have enjoyed reading
Cogheart by Peter Bunzl, and have loved following the twists
; and turns of the story, definitely a class recommendation. In
&:\= PE we have worked on personal challenges, including fitness
and strength training, so hopefully it has inspired them to carry this on at home. I have never seen so
many excited for a plank challenge! Thank you for your support this term, there have been a few
requests such as Tupperware and packed lunches and it is very appreciated as it allows us to create
more experiences for the children.

Have a lovely half term break!

This ferm has been full of energy and creativity. The class dived into Cogheart, exploring its mystery
and tension through rich descriptive writing and thoughtful character work, especially when
introducing their own mechanimals using adverbs rather than visuals. They've also taken their first
steps into debating, considering whether machines should have a place in society and learning how to
structure clear, balanced arguments.

Our Mayan topic has been a real highlight, with the children crafting detailed dioramas and creating
jewellery inspired by natural materials the Maya would have used. In PSHE, they approached
discussions about online safety and the difference between medical and non-medical drugs with
maturity and curiosity, asking insightful questions throughout.

Fractions have been the focus in Year 5 maths. Although challenging at times, the children have
shown real perseverance and should be proud of the progress they've made.

In PE, they've taken on personal challenges with determination, from circuit training to completing a
timed 12-minute jog.

They've been wonderful this term, and I'm excited to see all they achieve next.



We have been doing investigations in Rowan class this term. We did an
investigation to see if ice melts at different rates depending on where
we put it, and looked at which substances dissolve and which don't. We

1 discovered that sugar and salt do dissolve but that flour, chalk and sand
don't.

What a magical half term we have had in Key Stage 1! We took a trip down memory lane

exploring toys from the past, which inspired us o get creative by designing and making our very own
puppets. The highlight was a professional puppet show come to life right before our eyes! In our
wider learning, we have been exploring the beautiful traditions of Islam and becoming mini-scientists
as we studied the fascinating life cycles of different animals.

Birch Class:
| L

Birch class have really enjoyed their Ancient Greek
topic this ferm. They particularly enjoyed having the

I artefact box so they could get their hands on some real
| life objects and replicas. They have enjoyed learning
about English words with Greek origins and about the
Olympics and where it all started. We even made laurel
leaf crowns which were given the event winners unlike

L A \ the medals we use today.



Elder Class:

In Elder class this term, we have been exploring the wonders of the Maya: pyramids, temples, art
work, jewellery and chocolate tasting. We will be making our own chocolate bars next week to finish
of f the unit. My class have all shown incredible kindness as they wanted to make a yummy vegan and
gluten free chocolate for me.

We have enjoyed writing our own fantasy narrative based on the Gruffalo and will be finishing the
term by writing a newspaper report based on the Gruffalo too. The class thoroughly enjoyed going
down fo Glebe to read their narratives to their chosen audience: reception children.

PBeech Class:

The children had an amazing time during our recent DT Day, where creativity and curiosity truly came
to life. Linking to our topic on toys, the children designed and made their very own puppets, using a
range of techniques such as stapling, pinning and gluing. I+ was wonderful to see their confidence
grow as they explored different materials and methods, solving problems along the way. The
classroom was filled with big smiles, excitement and imagination, and the finished puppets were a
fantastic reflection of the children's creativity and hard work!



"Next Term's Big Questions.......

”n

EYFS - What
can stories from
long long ago
teach us today?

Year 3 & 4 -
Why don't we
have volcanoes
and earthquakes
where we live?

Year 1 & 2 -
Where in the
world do I live?

Year 5 & 6 - Can
ordinary people
do extraordinary
things?

Key Dates:

Friday 13th February 2026

School Closes at 3.10pm for February Half Term

Monday 16th February 2026
- Friday 20th February 2026

February Half Term

Monday 23rd February 2026

School re-opens at 8.40am

Wednesday 25th February
2026

Chinese New Year Day - Glebe & Picklenash

Thursday 5th March 2026

World Book Day

Tuesday 17th March 2026

Dance Workshop - Picklenash

Tuesday 17th March

Parent/Carer Consultations

Thursday 19th March

Parent/Carer Consultations

Monday 23rd March 2026

Easter Service

Tuesday 24th March 2026

EYFS trip to Henson's Farm Park TBC

Thursday 26th March 2026

School closes for Easter Holidays at 3.10pm

Friday 27th March 2026

INSET Day at Glebe and Picklenash - School Closed

Monday 30th March 2026 -
Friday 10th April 2026

Easter Holidays

Monday 13th April 2026

School reopens at 8.40am for Summer Term

Key dates are subject to change
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Caring for
Communities
and People il

FREE :

, CRAFT EVENT
FOR FAMILIES
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Parent carers, educators, and SEND

professionals are invited to the MP’s third

SEND Event, this time bringing parent

carers together with support services

and professionals in one place to drive 26”' Februar'_‘ﬂ
meaningful, practical improvements that

matter. 6Pm_8Pm

The evening will include professionals
' Fores+ of Dean

offering support for parent carers,
alongside updates from the MP on
government progress and a continued
commitment to provide tangible support
and improvements.

a

, , BISHOP MP
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February Half Term at
the Museum!

It's a busy Half Term packed with hands-on activities, creative workshops
and plenty for families to explore. Creative makes, family fun and brilliant
ways to dive into history all week long.

Art Explorers: Arts & Crafts Trail
Sat 14 - Sun 22 Feb | £2 per trail

Follow the trail through puppets, pottery
and nature-loving makers, try creative
challenges and design your own patterns.
Finish it and you'll earn a nature-inspired
stamper to take home.

Making Folk: Crafting Charms and
Folk Motifs

Sat 14 Feb, 1-4 pm | £5

Get creative with natural materials, beads
and fabric as you make your own charms
or stitch folk-inspired motifs. For all ages,
proudly part of Gloucester Folk Trail.

Hands On History: Object
Handling with the Birdlip Mirror
Sun 15 & Wed 18 Feb | £1 donation

Take a closer look at our Birdlip Mirror
replicas and discover their stories with cur
Visitor Experience Assistant. This relaxed
drop-in is free, with a suggested £1
donation. Great for families aged 3+.

Brick Builders Club: The Great
Outdoors

Tue 17 Feb, 10am - 1pm | £3 per child
Get creative with nature-themed LEGO
challenges inspired by our Arts & Crafts
displays. Build landscapes, dream up wild
creatures or invent something totally new.
Pick up fun prompts and let your
imagination take over. Suitable for ages 5+.

Glorious Glevum Tour
Wed 18 Feb, 2-3pm | From £5

Explore Roman Glevum with Lucius Sita,
our resident auxiliary soldier. Discover
why the Romans chose Gloucester, what
daily life looked like and the hidden
treasures inside the museum.

Medieval Mercenary Tour of the
Eastgate Chamber

Sat 21 Feb, 2-3pm | From £5

Join Sir Miles, our medieval mercenary, for
a fascinating trip into the Eastgate
Chamber. Explore its history, uncover old
myths and hear the superstitions that
have surrounded this hidden space for
centuries.

Scan me for more info!

We are looking for Foster Carers
in Gloucestershire & surrounding areas

If you are interested in a life-changing vocation and can provide
a safe, loving home to a child in care, we’d love to hear from you.

0333 0603 962 | five-rivers.org/fostering

in a local Social Ent mur carers p 3 r care for
Round th E Potential t¢ r vork
ly competitive fo € a year, tax-

Foster with us
Foster cavers Tarn ehildven s lives around




