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Spring Term 2  
Dear all, 

I think it’s fair to say that this particular half term has flown by. It certainly has been a short one. 

That said, it hasn’t stopped us packing lots of fun and exciting things in. Not to mention the 

unexpected disruptions caused by our burst pipe at Glebe last week. 

Thank you to all of you who have attended our meetings with teachers. We hope that you enjoyed 

looking at the children’s work and hearing all about their successes. I know teachers find the time 

with you incredibly useful too. Postponed meetings will take place the week after the Easter break.  

I spent a wonderful morning visiting Newent Library with Ash Class. Amanda (who is also the owner of 

Glebe’s therapy dog, Winnie) had set up a carousel of exciting activities all linked to traditional tales. 

She began by reading to the children before they went off to explore. I was so proud of how they all 

took part in the activities and listened to the story. They were amazing walking there and back too. 

They listened carefully to the adults and showed excellent road safety knowledge. Well done, Ash 

Class. 

Earlier this month we celebrated World Book Day. There certainly was a rich and varied array of 

costumes all linked to anything the children love to read. It was a fun packed day culminating in 

parents and carers joining us for a mass Reading Together at the end of the day.  

Next week, I’m looking forward to joining Oak and Ash Class on their visit to Adam Henson’s Farm 

Park. I really hope the good weather continues. 

The safety of our children is paramount for us all. With that in mind, I would like to remind you that 

parking on the yellow zig-zag lines and/or driving, at speed, at drop off and collection times puts our 

children in danger. A number of parents have shared with me both their concerns and what they have 

witnessed. We have passed these onto the relevant authorities and asked that they support us in 

monitoring and tackling this issue. We ask for your support and to report any concerns you have. 

Thank you! 

All that remains is to wish you all a wonderful Easter break. School finishes, on Thursday at 3.10pm. 

we return on Monday 13th April. 

Best wishes and Happy Easter! 

Michelle Kelly  



PARKING  

This is a plea for you to help us with keeping the children safe at school and relates to parking.  

Leaving your car on the yellow zig-zags, on yellow lines, across residential drives or too close to 
corners is dangerous for the children. It restricts visibility for everyone, especially the children, 

raising the risk of an accident and injury. Please can I ask that you do not park in these places and 
find somewhere, safer, a short distance away from school. 

 

 

We are recommending that any Parents/Carers report any concerns around illegal parking on 
yellow zig-zag lines to the Police as they have the power to stop it.  

Your support with this is appreciated as the children’s safety is paramount. 

Alternative Parking Arrangements 

The Kings Arms Pub have let Parents/Carers use their lower car park in the morning at drop off and 

at pick up time. They request that people park sensibly in the lower car park and that they stay for 

no longer than 30 minutes. The pub is only a few minutes’ walk from the school.  

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, along Ross Road, has also agreed to let Parents/Carers use 

their car park and once again we request that if you use this then please could park sensibly and be 

aware of people walking around you.  

 

New School Dinner Menu  

Please see the new Dinner Menu for Summer Term.  

Mrs Claridge and her team will also be serving food from around the world every Thursday. Please see 

below for more details:  

• Thursday 16th April - Japan – Katsu Chicken & Coconut Rice 

• Thursday 23rd April – Sri Lanka – Sweet Potato & Coconut Curry 

• Thursday 30th April – Romania – Musaca de Cartofi  

• Thursday 7th May – West Africa – Jollof Rice  

• Thursday 14th May - Jamaica – Jerk Chicken & Macaroni Salad  

• Thursday 21st May - India – Vegetable Biriyani & Naan  

• Thursday 4th June - Greece – Chicken Gyros & Feta Salad 



• Thursday 11th June – Poland – Bigos Stew & Mash Potato 

• Thursday 18th June - Italy – Spaghetti Carbonara & Caprese Salad 

• Thursday 25th June – Morocco – Chicken Tagine & Couscous 

• Thursday 2nd July – France - Croquet Monsieur & Fries 

• Thursday 9th July – America – Sloppy Joes, Onion Rings, Slaw 

• Thursday 16th July – Mexico –Beef Burrito & Mexican salad 

 

 

 

Attendance Update 

It’s that time of the term again where I am looking at both Glebe and Picklenash’s attendance data 

and comparing it to the Local and National Averages.  
I am really pleased to say that Glebe are in line with Local and are above National 
averages. Picklenash are above Local and National averages.  

 

Local   95%  

National  94.8%  

Glebe  95%  

Picklenash  95.3%  

   



Looking ahead for the final two terms of the academic year, it would be amazing, if we could keep 
this going and ensure children are in school and on time every day. It makes a huge difference to the 

children’s academic outcomes. There are lots of wonderful things in the Summer Term that will 
enhance the children’s learning experiences.  

If you have any questions about attendance, or specifically your child/rens attendance please do get 
in touch.  

You can call the school office or email me at attendance@gppfed.org  
I hope you all have a wonderful Easter Break.  

Mrs Sleeman – Attendance Champion  

 

Governor Update 

GPP Governor’s Parent Survey 

Thank you for the excellent response we had to our recent survey. It was pleasing to learn that the 

vast majority of children are happy at school and it is recognised by parents that safeguarding is 

effective across the schools. 

We have taken onboard all the comments made and hear the message that communications from 

school are not always getting through. We have asked the schools to look into ways of improving this.  

We accept that parents still have concerns around behaviour and bullying. This was an area identified 

by Ofsted for attention and has been a major focus over the past twelve months. Amongst other 

measures, the schools have revamped their Behaviour and Anti-bullying Policies, continue to support 

individual pupils to manage their behaviour and have introduced measures to engage children at 

lunchtime (through OPAL) to alleviate incidents. Although lots of progress is being made, 

we accept that it will take some time for the impact to become evident to the wider community. 

In continually striving to improve pupil engagement, homework has been in transition recently as the 

schools look at ways to ensure it is purposeful and linked to the curriculum. There will now be an internal 

review and following consultation with teachers, new ideas will be rolled out in the near-future. In the 

meantime, the most effective support that an adult can give children is to encourage reading at home; 

whether that be the child reading or being read to. 

We are grateful for the many positive comments about the schools and the perception of the 

majority that school expects children to work hard and consequently make good progress. It is also 

pleasing to learn that people feel that the schools are both approachable and welcoming.  

Governors will continue to engage with the Senior Leadership Team to look at ways of improving key 

areas of concern and will report back to you in due course. 

Wishing you all a lovely Easter 

From the GPP Federation Governing Board 

 

 

 

 

mailto:attendance@gppfed.org


Safeguarding Update 

Kids Online Safety Hub 2026 - A new government campaign to upskill parents and their children in 

spotting toxic, polarising content, and misinformation online. Please click on the link below to see 

more information. 

 

 
 
 

Pupil Absence 

If your child is ill then you must contact the school office to let them know by 8.40am. You need to 

text/email or phone in. If your child has a contagious illness e.g. chicken pox, sickness bug then please 

advise us which date you think your child will return.  

 

Glebe Reading Together  

Thank you so much if you managed to get to one of our Reading 

Together sessions - it has gone from strength to strength each 
week and the children absolutely love welcoming you to their 

classrooms and reading with you.  
The sessions will continue after half term so if you didn't 

manage to come this term there is plenty of opportunity next 
term.  
A reminder that Reading Together begins at 2.45pm every 

Wednesday and to sign in at Glebe Reception where you will be 

let in.  

 

OPAL Update 

It has been brilliant getting out at lunch time and 

watching so much amazing play every day going on around 

various areas of our playground and school field.  This 

term, we have managed to open up our digging area at the 

top of the field.  It has been fantastic to see so many 

children getting their wellies on and just enjoying digging 

and getting their hands (and clothes) dirty.  Some of the 

holes they have dug are very impressive.  We are 

hopefully going to open up our messy kitchen early on into 

next term so more exciting developments coming soon for 

OPAL. 

Mr Davies & Mrs Beale 

https://news.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk/AC3F2D414AD2B91EFE30A828E29EC21EE60C17B95EBD4ED7E96B23F364C90267/01B16B7BE6526F3D508CB166448EC5FC/LE35


Children, Phones & Online Safety 

A new government campaign to upskill parents and their children 

in spotting toxic, polarising content, and misinformation online.  

Please click on the link below for more information.  

Children, phones and online safety | NSPCC 

 

Newent Library 

Newent Library have a weekly session, Tuesday 2pm – 4pm, where a member of staff from Citizen’s 

Advice is available to answer questions/offer support and advice. 

 

School Grounds 

A general reminder to all Parents/Carers that it is Gloucestershire County Council Policy that no dogs 

are allowed on to school grounds. There have been several instances of dogs defecating on school 

grounds.  

Can we also remind Parents/Carers that smoking and vaping are strictly prohibited on school grounds.  

 

First Aid & Medical Update 

Hello Everybunny, 

Spring has arrived and the playground is full of energy and egg-citement. It’s been lovely to see the 

children being truly egg-cellent at getting cleaned up, collecting a plaster and heading straight back 

to learning and play. 

 

A few quick reminders: 

Remember to tell us of any new health conditions your child may have, allergies, asthma etc.  

Hop responsibly — excitement and running don’t always mix. 

Enjoy chocolate treats sensibly to keep everyone feeling their best!!  

A big well done to our First Aid Superstars who show kindness by helping friends and telling adults 

when someone is hurt — you are simply cracking 

Wishing all our families a safe, happy and restful Easter break. 

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Gough  

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-safety/


Elm Class:  

Elm class has had a wonderful time exploring nature and 

enjoying special events. The children loved planting radishes 
and watching them grow day by day, noticing how the tiny 

green shoots began to appear. We have also been carefully 
observing our caterpillars as they grow and change, and we are 

all excited to see them hopefully transform into beautiful 
butterflies soon. One of our highlights this term was World 
Book Day, where we especially enjoyed sharing our favourite 

stories and celebrating our love of reading together. 

 

Elder Class:  

   

In Elder, we have demonstrated that the ordinary person can achieve extraordinary things!!! From 

Holly, our in-house fashion designer; Taisa, our resident artist; Isaac, our curious and inquisitive 

scientist/geologist' Sediqa our origami expert and so many more....... read our autobiographies to read 

more about the amazing children in Elder!!!!! 

We have an extraordinary class of children each with their own talents but we have spent this term 

learning about other people with special talents: from Emma Kok, with a frozen stomach but sings 

beautifully; to Felix Klieser, who plays the french horn with his feet to Mandy Harvey, a deaf singer.  

We have explored extraordinary places: Yellowstone National Park and compared it to FOD and 

written about why it is so important that we preserve these stunning environments and the flora and 

fauna in them. 

Cedar Class:  

   



We have had some great experiential learning in Cedar this term.  We have had the opportunity as 

part of our RE unit to visit our local church, St Mary’s.  Here we were treated to a tour around the 

church by Reverend Mason, a chance to sit at and play the organ, and an opportunity to go up into the 

bell tower and have a go at ringing some of the church bells (some were definitely hard to ring than 

others).  We have also had lots of fun in PE with our gymnastics unit, with a focus on balances.  This 

led to some great teamwork and collaboration around counter balances. 

Maple Class:  

  

In Science this term we have enjoyed learning about the water cycle. We made our own water cycles 

in zip lock bags and stuck them to our window so we could see how water evaporates and condenses. 

In Geography, we have learnt about what is far down, beneath our feet and how earthquakes and 

volcanoes occur. We had our own mini volcanic eruption in the playground using a bottle of cola and 

mints! We have learnt about what an amazing person Mary Anning was in our writing lessons. We 

pretended to be her and wrote some wonderful diary entries about our fossil hunting days.  

Willow Class:  

  

Willow Class have been very excited with the arrival of caterpillars. Last term we looked at life 

cycles and this term Willow Class will get to experience a butterfly life cycle.  Over the last few 

weeks, the caterpillars have grown from small to big. The children are hoping that next week, they 

can witness the next stage of the life cycle - turning into chrysalis. 

The children love looking at the caterpillars every day and watching them grow.  

 



Rowan Class:  

  

Rowan class have been learning about survivors this term as part of their Amazing People theme. 

We've written diary entries as Craig Hoskin, a helicopter pilot who crashed into a volcano in Hawaii, 

and then we've been learning about Ray Mears, and outdoor survival skills. Rowan have learned to tie 

knots, locate the North Star, identify animal footprints, and signal SOS. Look out for their own 

survival guides coming home next week! 

Birch Class:  

    

Birch class have enjoyed listening to different styles of music while doing artwork this term. We 

particularly enjoyed when we listened to some classical versions of our favourite pop songs and did 

some fantastic Easter artwork for our Easter service at church. We liked using the pastels and 

blending them to create a background for the cross. We have also greatly enjoyed rehearsing all the 

songs for the church service- we are all amazing singers in Birch!  

Sycamore Class:  

  



Although this has been a short term, it has certainly not been a quiet one in Sycamore Class! We have 

packed so much into our topic question, “Can ordinary people do extraordinary things?” In English, the 

children have loved researching and learning about inspirational individuals, ranging from writers and 

gymnasts to musicians. It has been wonderful to see the wide variety of people who inspire our 

learners and to hear them explain why. We were also incredibly lucky to welcome a visitor who shared 

her experience of completing the Marathon des Sables, a truly extraordinary achievement. Her story 

inspired us all and reinforced the importance of resilience, embracing challenges, and believing that 

with determination, anything is possible. 

In Computing, the children have developed their skills using spreadsheets, learning how to input data, 

calculate totals, create tables and present information through charts to help with analysis. They 

approached these challenges with great determination, and I have been very impressed with their 

perseverance. Building on our technology skills, we have also been using iPads creatively, taking nature 

photographs, editing them and beginning to create short films. These skills will support our upcoming 

news presentations comparing Yellowstone National Park with the Forest of Dean, which links to our 

engaging Geography topic. In Art, we explored the work of Vivienne Westwood, learning about what 

inspired her designs before creating our own pieces based on what matters most to us. 

A special mention must go to our Year 6 pupils, who approached their mock SATs with fantastic 

maturity and a positive attitude during an especially busy week. Well done to all of them. It has truly 

been an exciting, productive and inspiring term in Sycamore Class. 

 

Poplar Class:  

   

It has been a wonderful half term in Poplar Class, with our "Plants" topic taking centre stage. The 

children have become budding botanists, exploring exactly what plants need to thrive and observing 

the fascinating ways they grow. Beyond our scientific discoveries, we have thoroughly enjoyed 

celebrating Chinese New Year and World Book Day together. These highlights, combined with our 

weekly adventures at Forest School, have made for a truly memorable few weeks of learning and 

growth. 

 

 

 



Beech Class:  

  

Our school was bursting with colour and creativity on World Book Day as children arrived in a 

fantastic array of costumes inspired by their favourite books. Throughout the day, pupils proudly 
shared their favourite stories and characters, speaking with real enthusiasm about what they love 

most in their books. It was wonderful to see their imaginations shine and their big, bright smiles as 
they celebrated the joy of reading together. 

Oak Class:  

   

What a wonderfully busy term it has been in Oak Class. It may have been short, but we certainly 

packed it full of exciting learning.  

Our focus on traditional tales has taken us on quite a journey. We mapped out the journey Little Red 

Riding Hood took, tested materials to help the Three Little Pigs build stronger houses, and explored 

capacity through Goldilocks’ porridge investigations. World Book Day was a highlight, with the 

children proudly dressing up as their favourite characters. They all looked wonderful. We even 

managed a trip to the library dressed in our pyjamas to deepen our love of reading!   

Jack and the Beanstalk inspired our bean-growing experiment, and we loved our Signs of Spring walk 

to spot the changes happening around us. Alongside all of this, the children have continued to make 

fantastic progress in their reading, writing and maths, and we’ve loved singing together each week. 

We were grateful to welcome Pastor Dave, who shared the meaning of Easter for Christians in a 

child-friendly and thoughtful way. The children asked some brilliant questions and showed our 

promise of respect by listening superbly.  



As we head into the final week, we’re looking forward to our trip to the Farm Park, making Easter 

nests and, of course, our Easter egg hunt. 

Thank you once again for your generosity in supporting our fundraising obstacle course event — your 

kindness makes such a difference to the learning experiences we can offer.  

We wish all our families a restful, joy-filled Easter holiday. The children have earned a well-deserved 

break, and we can’t wait to begin our new topic next term… discovering what might be hid ing at the 

bottom of our garden. 

 

Ash Class:  

    

As part of our learning, we enjoyed exploring the story of Jack and the Beanstalk, which inspired our 
very own beanstalk experiment. The children discussed what plants need to grow, sharing ideas such 

as water, sunlight, and warmth. We then carried out an investigation, choosing whether to plant our 
seeds in soil or on a wet paper towel to see which would help our beanstalk grow best. The children 

are excited to take their beanstalks home and continue caring for them. We would love for you to 
take photos of your child’s beanstalk as it grows and share them on Dojo so we can celebrate and 
compare everyone’s progress together!  

 

Hawthorn Class:  

This term we have enjoyed learning about the 

Yellowstone National Park in North America, this 

has included doing a dance session where we used 

hoops to create animals inspired by Native 

American dances. We have also enjoyed learning 

about how ordinary people can achieve ordinary 

things including looking at Vivienne Westwood and 

designing our own pieces of clothes that stand for 

something we believe in. It has inspired us all, that 

ordinary people can all achieve something 

extraordinary!  

 

 



 

“Next Term’s Big Questions…….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates: 

Thursday 26th March 2026 School closes for Easter Holidays at 3.10pm 

Friday 27th March 2026 INSET Day at Glebe and Picklenash – School Closed 

Monday 30th March 2026 – 

Friday 10th April 2026 

Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April 2026 School reopens at 8.40am for Summer Term 

Monday 13th April 2026 – 

Thursday 16th April 2026  

Life Education Bus 

Tuesday 21st April 2026 Dance Workshop – Picklenash Only  

Thursday 30th April 2026 Jumble Sale at Glebe Hall – 3.15pm – 4.15pm  - more info to 

follow 

Monday 4th May 2026  Bank Holiday – School Closed  

Monday 11th May 2026 – 

Thursday 14th May 2026 

Year 6 SATs 

Friday 15th May 2026 Year 6 Only Non -Uniform Day  

Monday 18th May 2026 Year 5/6 Cadbury’s World Trip  

Wednesday 20th May 2026 Whole School – Rejuvenate Newent 

Friday 22nd May 2026 School closes at 3.10pm for May Half Term Holidays 

EYFS – What tiny 

wonders can we 

discover at the bottom 

of our garden? 

Year 1/2 – How have 

people in the past 

impacted health care & 

hospitals today?  

Year 3/4 – What was 

Anglo-Saxon Britain 

like?  

Year 5/6 – If the 

evidence changes, does 

the truth change?  



Monday 25th May 2026 – 

Friday 29th May 2026 

May Half Term 

Monday 1st June 2026 School re-opens at 8.40am 

Monday 1st June 2026 – 

Friday 5th June 2026  

Year 6 North Wales Residential – Mrs Kelly in Attendance 

Monday 1st June 2026 – 

Friday 12th June 2026 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check – checks will take place 

between these dates 

Thursday 4th June 2026  Year 3/4 swimming Begins – finishes 9th July 

Monday 8th June 2026 – 

Wednesday 10th June 2026 

Year 3/4 Viney Hill Residential 

Monday 8th June 2026 – 

Friday 12th June 2026 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 

Tuesday 9th June 2026 Year 6 Leaver’s Photos 

Wednesday 17th June 2026 Glebe Sports Day AM 

Picklenash Sports Day PM 

Tuesday 30th June 2026 Dance Workshop – Glebe Only  

Tuesday 30th June 2026  “The School of Pop” Year 6 Performance to Parents 1.30pm 

– Details to follow 

Wednesday 1st July 2026  “The School of Pop” Year 6 Performance to Parents 6pm – 

Details to follow 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 Young Minds Matter Glebe Year 2 Transition Workshop 

Thursday 2nd July 2026  Glebe & Picklenash Move Up Day  

Thursday 2nd July 2026- 

Friday 3rd July 2026 

Year 6 NCS Induction Days 

WC Monday 6th July 2026 Reports sent to parents 

Wednesday 15th July 2026  Year 2 Moving up Assembly 9.15am – Parents invited  

Year 2 Disco PM – Details to follow 

Thursday 16th July 2026  Year 6 Leaver’s Service 9.15am – Parent’s invited  

PM – Leavers Celebrations – Details to follow  

Friday 17th July 2026 School closes for Summer Holidays at 2pm  

Monday 20th July 2026 – 30th 

August 2026 

Summer Holidays  

Tuesday 1st September 2026 INSET Day at Glebe and Picklenash – School Closed 

Wednesday 2nd September 

2026 

SCHOOL REOPENS at 8.40am for Autumn Term 

 

Key dates are subject to change  



 



 

 



 

 



 

 


